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Safer  sex  poster  still 
stalled  in  Chicago 


The  Chicago  Transit  Authority's  resistance  to 
running  an  ad  featuring  same-sex  couples 
kissing  sparks  controversy  over  censorship  in 
the  Windy  City 


By  Chris  Nealon 

CHICAGO  —  As  the  battle  over  censor¬ 
ship  heats  up  around  the  country,  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  and  service  providers  here  are  facing 
resistance  to  an  explicit  poster  that  features 
multiracial,  same-sex  kissing.  The  Illinois 
state  legislature  is  considering  a  bill  designed 
to  prevent  the  artwork  from  being  displayed 
on  buses  in  Chicago,  and  the  Chicago  Tran¬ 
sit  Authority  (CTA)  has  yet  to  run  the 
poster,  despite  agreeing  to  do  so  at  the  end 
of  May.  The  poster,  produced  by  the  New 
York-based  art  collective  Gran  Fury,  is  part 
of  a  nationwide  AIDS  education  campaign 
called  Art  Against  AIDS.  The  artwork 
depicts  Black,  white,  Latino  and  Asian 
women  and  men  kissing  in  male-female, 
male-male,  and  female-female  pairs.  Text 
above  the  image  reads,  “Kissing  Doesn’t 
Kill:  Greed  and  Indifference  Do.” 

Banning  gay  art? 

“This  is  a  First  Amendment  issue  for  us,” 
said  Marcia  Lipetz,  executive  director  of 
AIDS  Foundation  Chicaoo  tAFC)  a  lnral 
sponsor  of  Art  Against  AIDS.  Lipetz  told 
GCN  that  lawmakers  who  objected  to  the 
artwork  focused  on  the  question  of  its  effect 
on  children,  claiming  that  a  gay-positive  im¬ 
age  would  serve  to  “recruit”  them  into  be¬ 
ing  lesbian  or  gay.  She  added,  however,  that 


lature  reconvenes  in  the  fall. 

Transit  Authority  snafu 

Meanwhile,  the  CTA  has  been  slow  to  dis¬ 
play  the  Gran  Fury  poster.  CTA  officials 
had  initially  requested  that  Art  Against 
AIDS  add  a  disclaimer  to  the  poster  in¬ 
dicating  that  the  CTA  did  not  necessarily 
approve  of  the  artwork,  but  in  the  end  the 
CTA  accepted  that  a  disclaimer  was  not 
necessary.  The  Windy  City  Times,  a 
Chicago  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  report¬ 
ed  in  late  May  that  the  CTA  had  agreed  to 
run  copies  of  the  work  on  its  vehicles,  and 
that  they  would  be  in  place  within  about  a 
week. 

By  the  time  the  state  Senate  voted  for  the 
anti-gay  bill,  however,  the  CTA  said  that  be¬ 
cause  its  ad  space  was  sold  out,  it  would  not 
be  running  the  posters  until  the  end  of  July. 
And  by  mid-July,  the  Times  was  reporting 
that  the  CTA  would  not  be  running  the  art¬ 
work  until  later  in  the  year. 

The  delays  have  prompted  local  activists 
to  target  the  CTA,  alleging  that  the  organi¬ 
zation  is  complicit  with  legislative  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  posters.  Members  of  ACT  UP 
and  Citizens  for  Gay  Action  held  a  demon¬ 
stration  in  front  of  a  CTA  station  June  24, 
and  ACT  UP  has  scheduled  a  meeting  with 
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A  portion  of  the  controversial  Gran  Fury  poster 


she  thought  the  real  issue  was  free  speech. 
Referring  to  the  legislators’  “recruitment” 
argument,  she  said  “they  got  creative.” 

The  Illinois  Senate  passed  a  bill  49-2  June 
22  forbidding  depictions  of  same-sex  phys¬ 
ical  contact  “in  a  carnal,  erotic,  or  sexual 
context”  on  any  vehicle  that  could  be 
“assumed  to  serve  as  transportation  for  a 
person  under  21  years  of  age.”  The  measure 
lists  a  $200  fine  for  every  day  offending 
material  is  visible  on  a  vehicle.  It  does  not 
make  a  distinction  between  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  transportation. 

The  House  version  of  the  bill  was  blocked 
at  the  end  of  June  when  Rep.  Barbara  Flynn 
Currie  (D-Chicago)  postponed  a  vote  on 
the  measure  because  one  of  its  sponsors  was 
not  present.  It  is  not  yet  clear  whether  the 
bill  will  come  up  for  a  vote  when  the  legis- 


the  CTA  for  August  14. 

Spokespeople  for  the  CTA  state  that  the 
Authority  is  not  opposed  to  running  the  art¬ 
work,  and  that  space  considerations  are 
causing  the  delays.  But  one  AIDS  activist, 
who  asked  that  her  name  be  withheld,  told 
GCN  that  opponents  of  the  Art  Against 
AIDS  posters  paraded  copies  of  the  poster 
outside  the  state  legislature  before  the  June 
vote.  She  said  that  the  posters  could  only 
have  come  from  the  CTA,  since  Art  Against 
AIDS  was  the  only  other  organization  with 
any  copies  of  the  image. 

While  the  CTA  has  not  officially  opposed 
the  “Kissing  Doesn’t  Kill”  poster,  it  did 
refuse  to  run  another  AIDS  education  ad  in 
1989.  That  ad,  sponsored  by  the  Kupona 
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Avoiding  the  issues 

The  local  media  perpetuates  a  dangerous  lie  with  its 
homophobic  coverage  of  a  wave  of  violence  in  Boston 's 
heavily  gay  South  End 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Somewhere  toward  the  end  of  June  — 
when  the  heat  rises,  tempers  are  on  edge, 
and  the  streets  feel  electric  with  tension  and 
danger  —  it  always  feels  like  we  are  in  for  a 
long,  hot  summer.  For  the  South  End  gay 
male  community  this  year’s  long,  hot  sum¬ 
mer  started  earlier  and  has  gotten  hotter 
than  any  time  in  recent  memory.  On  May  5  a 
group  of  white  gay  men  —  who  were  leaving 
a  Grass  Roots  Gay  Rights  Fund  (GRGRF) 
fundraiser  at  Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center 
and  waiting  to  get  into  an  after-hours  party 
on  Tremont  Street  —  were  attacked  by  a 
group  of  reportedly  Latino  teens;  two  men 
were  severely  beaten. 

A  community  meeting  involving  the 
police,  people  from  Villa  Victoria,  the 
organizers  of  the  GRGRF  dance  and 
residents  from  various  South  End  com¬ 
munities  was  held  and  things  seemed  to  calm 
down  a  bit  until  July  14  when  two  white  gay 
men  were  attacked  by  a  group  of  10  Latino 
teenagers.  The  men  were  kicked,  beaten  and 
received  multiple  stab  wounds;  both  are  still 
in  the  hospital,  one  in  guarded  condition. 
The  police,  at  first,  declined  to  classify  the 
attack  as  gay-bashings  because  no  sexual 
slurs  were  used.  Once  again  there  were  joint 
responses  from  the  organized  gay  male  and 
the  Latino  communities,  a  series  of  meetings 
with  the  mayor  and  the  chief  of  police, 
and  various  community  leaders  as  well  as 
a  huge  vigil/rally  at  the  site  of  the  bash¬ 
ing.  And  while  certain  strategies  were 
planned  —  including  a  getting-to-know- 
each-other  softball  game  and  cookout  for 
the  gay  male  and  the  Latino  communities  — 
it  was  clear  that  there  is  still  a  great  deal 
of  fear  and  distrust  on  the  South  End 
streets. 

But  in  the  rush  to  make  sense  of  this,  the 
straight  press  and  especially  the  Boston 
Globe  played  down  and  even  excused  the 
very  idea  of  queer-bashing  and  constructed 
an  analysis,  and  a  situation,  where  it  was  in¬ 
sinuated  that  the  white  gay  male  community 
was  bringing  this  violence  upon  itself.  In  a 
Globe  article  entitled  “Divisions  in  S.  End 
fuel  attacks,  some  say”  —  the  jump 


headline  read  “Some  fear  attacks  signal  split 
in  South  End”  —  that  appeared  three  days 
after  the  stabbings,  there  is  the  overriding 
implication  that  the  queer-bashings  were  the 
logical  result  of  race  and  class  warfare  which 
came  about  because  rich,  white  gay  men  are 
depriving  Black  and  Latino  families  of 
housing. _ 


News  Analysis 
News  Analysis 
News  Analysis 


The  Globe  quotes  a  Trinidadian  man  who 
claims  that  “gays  have  taken  over  whole 
streets,  whole  sections  of  the  South  End” 
and  a  Chinese  woman  who  states  that  the 
neighborhood  was  “cheaper,  less  congested 
and  friendlier  before  the  gay  community 
began  arriving  in  the  early  seventies.”  This 
attempt  to  portray  the  South  End  as  a  battle 
zone  in  which  poor  people  of  color  have  to 
defend  themselves  against  rich,  white,  gay 
men  is  a  lie.  It  is  a  simple  lie  because  the 
history  of  the  neighborhood  is  much  more 
complex,  varied  and  rich  than  that,  and  a 
vicious,  pernicious  lie  because  it  is  being 
used  to  obscure,  or  even  worse,  justify  the 
virulent  homphobia  which  results  in  gay- 
bashings,  stabbings  and  many  times  death. 
It  cannot  be  stressed  strongly  enough  that 
the  homophobic  slant  which  the  Globe 
places  on  this  story  is  not  endorsed  by  most 
South  End  residents  —  of  whatever  color  — 
or  community  spokespeople.  For  instance, 
Mel  King  and  Byron  Rushing,  both 
longtime  South  End  residents  and  Black 
community  leaders,  have  always  fought 
against  such  gay-baiting  tactics. 

Like  most  of  Boston,  as  well  as  many 
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Rubbers  distributed 
in  British  tea  rooms 

SHEFFIELD,  England  —  Men  cruising 
in  public  bathrooms  here  have  found 
themselves  the  targets  of  an  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Sheffield  AIDS 
Education  Project.  In  cooperation  with 
police,  counselors  from  the  Project  have 
distributed  condoms  to  dozens  of  men  over 
the  past  eight  months,  according  to  Gay 
Times. 

Project  manager  Jo  Adams  said  “Shef¬ 
field  leads  the  way  nationally  in  reaching 
people  in  the  community  who  have  histori¬ 
cally  been  regarded  as  unreachable.”  Coun¬ 
selor  Jeff  Jones  described  the  intricate 
dynamics  of  the  tea  room  scene  —  called 
“cottaging”  in  the  local  vernacular  —  and 
the  subsequent  need  to  cultivate  a  non- 
judgemental  approach.  “The  work  is  in¬ 
novative  and  challenging,”  he  told  Gay 
Times,  “We  are  working  with  men,  many  of 
whom  have  very  low  levels  of  knowledge 
about  HIV  transmission  and  many  of  whom 
do  not  identify  as  gay.” 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Bush  nominates 
conservative  for 
Supreme  Court 

WASHINGTON  —  In  the  wake  of  the 
resignation  of  liberal  Supreme  Court  Justice 
William  Brennan  on  July  20,  and  President 
Bush’s  subsequent  nomination  of  a  relative¬ 
ly  unknown  conservative  judge,  abortion 
rights  and  civil  rights  groups  are  gearing  up 
for  September  confirmation  hearings. 

Liberals  and  progressives  received  news 
of  Brennan’s  resignation  with  dismay.  Bren¬ 
nan  is  a  strong  advocate  of  a  constitutional 
right  to  privacy  and  the  protection  of  abor¬ 
tion  and  civil  rights.  He  also  voted  with  the 
minority  in  Bowers  v.  Hardwick  on  the 
grounds  that  laws  criminalizing  gay  sex  are 
unconstitutional. 

Little  is  known  about  nominee  David 
Souter,  a  New  Hampshire  Republican  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Bush  to  the  First  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  April.  Souter  served  as  New 
Hampshire  Attorney  General  under  ultra- 
conservative  Gov.  Meldrim  Thompson,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Supreme  Court  in  1983.  There,  he  was  “the 
right-wing  of  a  conservative  court,”  New 
Hampshire  lawyer  James  Duggan  told  the 
Boston  Globe.  In  contrast  to  Robert  Bork, 
whose  voluminous  legal  writings  generated 
massive  opposition  to,  and  the  eventual 
defeat  of,  Reagan’s  attempt  to  have  Bork 
appointed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Souter  has 
never  authored  any  journal  articles  nor 
given  any  speeches. 

According  to  news  reports,  the  50-year- 
old  Souter,  who  has  never  been  married, 
held  with  the  majority  of  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Supreme  Court  in  1987  that  a  ban  on 
gay  foster  and  adoptive  parents  was  con¬ 
stitutional.  In  that  same  opinion,  he  agreed 
with  the  court  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
could  not  be  barred  from  working  in  day 
care  centers  or  being  public  school  teachers. 

“Great.  We  can  work  at  minimum  wage 
to  care  for  the  ruling  class’s  children,  but  we 
can’t  have  families  of  our  own,”  Sue  Hyde 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
told  GCN.  However,  a  New  Hampshire  gay 
activist  and  law  professor,  Marcus  Hurn, 
praised  the  decision,  telling  the  Boston 
Globe  that  it  “put  a  very  firm  limit  on  right- 
wing  attacks  on  gay  people  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.”  Hurn  concluded  that,  “If  national 
gay  organizations  oppose  Judge  David 
Souter,  I’ll  go  to  Washington  and  testify  for 
him.” 

Souter  also  argued  before  a  federal  court 
in  favor  of  a  literacy  test  for  voters,  a 
measure  long  opposed  by  civil  rights  ad¬ 
vocates,  who  believe  it  to  be  a  means  of  ex¬ 
cluding  people  of  color  and  poor  people 
from  voting.  In  another  case,  then-Attorney 
General  Souter  persuaded  a  judge  to 
sentence  nine  Seabrook  nuclear  power  plant 
protesters  to  15  days  at  hard  labor. 

In  making  the  nomination  announce¬ 
ment,  Bush  said  that  he  had  not  asked 
Souter  about  his  position  on  abortion. 
Abortion  rights  groups  are  seeking  to  make 
Souter’s  position  on  Roe  v.  Wade,  the  1973 
Supreme  Court  decision  legalizing  abortion, 
an  issue  during  his  confirmation  hearings. 
Many  believe  that  Roe  v.  Wade  could  be 
overturned  by  the  High  Court  in  the  near 
future,  and  that  the  next  justice  will  play  a 
critical  role  in  determining  the  court’s 
course  on  abortion  issues. 

The  only  abortion  case  in  Souter’s  career 
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to  come  to  light  thus  far  is  a  “wrongful 
birth”  suit  from  1986.  In  that  decision, 
Souter  agreed  with  the  majority  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Supreme  Court  that  a  doctor 
should  have  counseled  a  woman  about  the 
possibility  of  birth  defects  when  she  con¬ 
tracted  measles  during  pregnancy,  and  ad¬ 
vised  her  that  abortion  was  an  option.  In  his 
concurring  opinion,  Souter  agreed  that 
because  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  had  upheld 
a  woman’s  legal  right  to  abortion,  the  doc¬ 
tor  was  obligated  to  inform  her  of  that 
choice.  However,  he  wondered  about  the 
impact  the  ruling  might  have  on  doctors 
who  do  not  support  abortion. 

It  is  unclear  what  position  Souter  would 
take  on  abortion  if  he  were  to  rule  on  it  as  a 
Supreme  Court  Justice. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Shannon  calls  for 
injunction  against 
gay-bashers 

BOSTON  —  Attorney  General  James 
Shannon  is  seeking  a  civil  rights  injunction 
against  four  young  men  believed  to  have 
been  involved  in  a  gay-bashing  incident.  In 
the  complaint,  the  four  men,  Abraham  Her¬ 
nandez,  Javier  Negron,  and  two  17-year- 
olds,  are  accused  of  participating  in  a  May  6 
attack  on  about  40  gay  men  waiting  outside 
a  private  party  in  the  South  End.  (See  GCN, 
May  20-26,  1990.)  A  hearing  is  scheduled  for 
August  3. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Walesa  to  rid  Poland 
of  gay  people 

STOCKHOLM  —  Solidarity  leader  Lech 
Walesa  has  promised  to  eliminate  homosex¬ 
uals  and  drug  users  from  Polish  society  if 
elected  president,  according  to  Polish  ac¬ 
tivists  meeting  at  the  International  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Association’s  12th  World  Con¬ 
ference. 

Activists  told  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  that 
Walesa  made  the  remarks  last  April  at 
Solidarity’s  convention  in  Gdansk.  “The 
actual  word  was  ‘eliminate,’  ”  said  Ryszard 
Kisiel,  editor  of  Poland’s  gay  FILO 
magazine.  “He  wants  to  eliminate 
‘marginalized  elements,’  which  he  said  in¬ 
clude  homosexuals  and  drug  addicts.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Gay  bar  in  South 
Africa  goes  straight 

SOWETO  —  Following  a  police  raid, 
Soweto’s  only  Black  gay  bar  has  become  a 
straight  club. 

The  establishment,  known  as 
GLOWBAR,  was  the  site  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Organization  of  Witwatersrand,  a 
group  formed  by  longtime  Black  gay  activist 
Simon  Nkoli. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
Nkoli  said  that  police  raided  the  club  and 
charged  the  owner  with  possessing  an 
unlicensed  shotgun.  Nkoli  added  that  the 
new  manager  of  the  club,  a  white  man  from 
Johannesburg,  “is  anti-gay  and  has  made  it 
clear  to  us  that  the  bar  is  no  longer  gay.” 

Nkoli  said  that  members  of  the  local  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  were  trying  to 
move  ahead  after  the  loss  of  GLOWBAR. 
“We  are  now  in  the  process  of  looking  for  a 
new  gay  place  for  Soweto  people,”  he  said. 

□  Chris  Nealon 

Submissions  sought 
for  gay/lesbian 
prisoner  anthology 

PLAINFIELD,  Vt.  —  Current  and 
former  prisoners,  their  lovers  and  friends, 
the  legal  community,  and  groups  that  pro¬ 
vide  advocacy  and  support  for  prisoners  are 
encouraged  to  submit  material  for  a  gay  and 
lesbian  prisoner  anthology.  Visual  art  is 
welcome,  as  well  as  poetry,  fiction,  non- 
fictional  accounts,  descriptions  of  day-to- 
day  life,  special  problems  as  gay  men  or  les¬ 
bians,  and  issues  relating  to  AIDS  and 
health  care. 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to:  Prisoner 
Anthology,  Goddard  College,  Plainfied, 
Vt.,  05667.  All  submissions  will  be 
answered. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

’  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  differing  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women's  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organizations/professionals)  plus  $  I  .OOP&H  to: 

The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 


General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  of rcud  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Tuesday  •  August  14, 1990 
Church  of  St.  Andrew 

Lafayette  Street  •  Marblehead 
7:30  PM 

Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 

thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

Wc  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Incident  at  gay  bar 
creates  calls  for  boycott 

A  member  of  the  band  Snap  allegedly  assaults  workers  at 
the  club  while  shouting  anti-gay  epithets 


The  violent  attacks  against  two  gay  men  on  July  14  led  to  a  community  vigil  in  the  South  End  four 
days  later 


South  End 
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other  American  cities,  the  South  End  has 
been  undergoing  what  is,  in  real-estate 
language,  called  gentrification:  the  influx  of 
more  middle  and  upper-middle  class, 
generally  white,  owners  and  tenants  into  a 
neighborhood  in  which  the  housing  market 
is  cheap.  This  has  certainly  been  happening 
in  the  South  End  —  but  the  reality  is  not 
what  the  Globe  would  have  us  believe.  The 
South  End  has  always  been  a  mixture  of  a 
host  of  racial  and  ethnic,  as  well  as  cultural 
and  political,  communities.  Since  its  begin¬ 
nings  in  the  1840s  —  as  a  fashionable 
neighborhood  of  the  more  prestigious  Back 
Bay  area  —  the  South  End  has  been  the 
home  of  various  dispossessed,  moving- 
upward,  or  settling-down  populations. 
There  have  been,  and  are,  thriving  Irish, 
Lebanese  and  Armenian  as  well  as  Black, 
Latino,  Caribbean  and  Chinese  neigh 
borhoods.  Up  until  10  years  ago,  there 
were  also  many,  many  roominghouses 
which  catered  to  single  women  and  men  who 
choose,  for  whatever  reasons,  not  to  live  in 
more  traditional  family  households. 

And  there  have  always  been  lesbians  and 
gay  men  here,  too.  To  begin  with  there  are 
the  gay  men  and  lesbians  whose  families  liv¬ 
ed  in  South  End  neighborhoods  and  who 
grew  up  here,  some  of  whom  stayed  and  some 
of  whom  moved  to  other  places.  And  there 
were  the  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  moved  to 
the  South  End  for  decades  and  decades; 
people  who  were  not  interlopers  or 
developers  but  who  entered  into  the  existing 
texture  and  helped  create  new  possibilities 
for  neighborhoods. 

When  I  first  moved  to  Boston  in  1971,  the 
South  End  gay  men  I  met  were  either 
longtime  residents  —  usually  of  Irish  or 
Armenian  descent  —  or  had  lived  there  for 
years  already.  They  were  participants  in 
neighborhood  committees  and  community- 
based  educational  and  anti-poverty  pro¬ 
grams.  Sal  Farinella,  who  died  of  AIDS  two 
years  ago  and  who  was  part  of  the  Fag  Rag 
and  Good  Gay  Poets  collectives,  was  one  of 
the  major  figures  in  SNAP  (the  South  End 
Neighborhood  Project)  and  other 
community-based  educational  and 
economic  groups.  Other  men  were  part  of 
social  and  neighborhood  groups.  No  one 
moved  to  the  South  End  then  because  it  was 
fashionable  or  chi-chi  or  trendy  or  even 
“gay”  —  although  it  was  probably  a  little 
easier  to  live  as  an  openly  gay  man  or  a  gay 
couple  in  this  slightly  independent  urban 
setting.  They  moved  to  the  South  End 
because,  for  the  most  part,  they  had  little 
money  and  wanted  a  neighborhood  in  which 
they  could  feel  comfortable. 

(In  all  of  the  discussion  about  the  “gay 
community”  and  its  relationship  to  the 
South  End  violence  the  unique  position  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  who  live  in 
these  neighborhoods  is  never  addressed.  Ig¬ 
nored  by  many  in  the  white  gay  community, 
their  lives  and  their  standing  in  the  complex¬ 
ity  of  South  End  community  politics  are 
always  made  invisible  by  the  Globe  and 
other  media  as  they  promote  the  myth  of  an 
all-white  gay  community.  The  Globe' %  failure 
to  mention  the  July  9  attack  on  openly  gay 
Arstides  Gonzalev  is  only  one  example.) 

The  lie  that  wealthy  white  gay  men  are  in 
the  vanguard  of  urban  gentrification  is  fed 
by  two  popular,  but  wrong-headed,  myths. 
The  first  is  the  notion  —  so  ill-used  in  this 
case  by  papers  like  the  Globe  —  of  “the  gay 
community.”  In  the  popular  press  the 
covert,  implicit  meaning  of  “the  gay  com¬ 
munity”  is  always  “gay,  white,  middle-class 
and  male;”  lesbians,  gay  people  of  color, 
and  those  without  a  certain  class  affect  are 


not  counted.  The  Globe  can  therefore  use 
the  phrase  “gay  community”  (and  quote 
people  using  this  phrase  without  any  con¬ 
text)  to  simplify  a  much  more  complex  situa¬ 
tion;  they  can  categorize  the  situation  in  the 
South  End  in  black  and  white,  good  and 
bad,  us  vs.  them  terms.  (To  be  fair  the  idea 
that  the  “gay  community”  is  a  solely  white, 
gay  and  male  social  entity  is  also  an  idea 
which  many  white  gay  men  believe  as  well, 
and  while  we  may  all  agree  that  the  “gay 
community”  must  deal  with  its  racism  and 
sexism,  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Globe’s  intentions  or  agenda.) 

The  other  myth  which  is  at  work  here  is 
that  of  the  “gay  neighborhood.”  The  South 
End  is  commonly  referred  to  as  a  gay 
neighborhood;  but  what  does  this  mean?  If 
you  listen  to  the  Globe,  it  apparently  means 
that  the  “gay  community”  is  taking  over: 
apartment  by  apartment,  house  by  house, 
block  by  block,  neighborhood  by 
neighborhood.  But  this  paranoid  fantasy 
has  no  basis  in  any  reality.  Most  major  U.S. 
cities  have  some  architectural  space  which  is 
called  a  “gay  neighborhood”  —  in  Boston  it 
used  to  be  Beacon  Hill,  in  Manhattan  the 
West  Village,  in  San  Francisco  the  Castro  — 
and  the  common  assumption  among  the 
media  (and  straight  people)  is  that  most  of 
the  inhabitants  of  these  neighborhoods  are 
“gay.”  The  reality  is  that  with  the  exception 
of  the  Castro  which  does  have  a  propor¬ 
tionally  large  gay  population  —  “gay 
neighborhoods”  may  not  have  any  more, 
actually  or  proportionally,  gay  men  than 
any  other  city  neighborhood. 

The  identity  of  a  “gay  neighborhood” 
comes  about  not  because  of  the  number  of 
homosexuals  but  because  it  is  a  place  where 
we  feel  comfortable  to  be  more  out,  more 
visible,  less  closeted  and  more  open.  There 
are  probably  as  many  lesbians  and  gay  men 
living  on  my  street  in  Cambridgeport  than 
on  some  South  End  streets,  yet  I  don’t  live  in 
a  “gay  neighborhood.”  The  perception  of 
what  makes  a  “gay  neighborhood”  —  for 
both  homosexuals  and  straights  —  is  one  of 
visibility. 

For  gay  people,  it  is  a  relief  to  have  a 
space  where  you  feel  as  though  you  belong, 
to  feel  safe.  For  heterosexuals,  the  presence 
of  any  open  gayness  is  a  threat.  In  fact, 
many  times,  the  bare  minimal  visibility  of 
gay  people  is  cause  for  alarm,  since  it  is  like 
the  sole  Black  couple  in  a  traditionally  all- 
white  sports  audience  or  a  few  women  at  a 
convention  of  businessmen,  the  visible  gay 
person  on  the  street  is  seen  as  an  anomaly 
and  an  intrusion:  by  his  or  her  very 
presence,  simply  too  many.  In  a  culture 
which  continually  denies  the  existence  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  public  visibility  is  a 
radical  act  and  gay  neighborhoods  give  us 
both  strength  and  solace. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  visibility  has 
a  gendered  component.  Since  men  are 
always  more  visible  than  women  in  our 
culture,  it  follows  that  gay  men  are  always 
more  visible  than  lesbians.  There  are  —  and 
have  been  for  years  —  lesbians  and  lesbian 
couples  living  in  the  South  End,  but  because 
they  are  not  seen  as  members  of  a  larger 
community,  that  is,  connected  with  men, 
they  have  been  less  likely  to  experience  anti¬ 
gay  backlash.  Of  course,  they,  along  with  all 
women,  are  constantly  targeted  as  victims  of 
violence  against  women. 

When  South  End  gentrification  began  to 
happen  —  in  the  mid  ’70s  and  more  earnest¬ 
ly  in  the  early  ’80s  —  it  was  the  visibility  of 
gay  men  which  was  most  obvious  to  both 
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By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Reports  that  the  lead 
vocalist  for  a  nationally  known  band,  Snap, 
physically  assaulted  the  owner  and  an 
employee  of  a  local  gay  club  while  shouting 
anti-gay  epithets  have  generated  calls  for  a 
boycott  here  and  are  causing  trouble  for  the 
group  across  the  country.  The  alleged  attack 
|  came  after  a  benefit  performance  July  19  for 
|  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
which  provides  services  to  many  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  as  well  as  people  with  AIDS. 
While  Snap’s  manager  has  issued  a  public 
apology,  activists  angry  over  the  incident  are 
calling  for  radio  stations  to  ban  the  group’s 
top-10  single,  “The  Power,”  and  are 
organizing  to  keep  them  from  performing  at 
an  upcoming  concert  in  Massachusetts. 

Witnesses  told  GCN  that  the  incident 
began  after  the  band  had  played  a  few  songs 
at  a  gay  bar,  Buddies.  According  to  Robert 
Levy,  who  was  present  as  a  photographer 
for  a  local  gay  bar  paper,  the  Mirror,  Snap 
vocalist  Turbo  Harris  told  autograph- 
seekers,  “I’m  not  signing  any  autographs 
for  the  clientele  of  this  club.”  Witnesses  said 
that  after  the  crowd  had  left,  Harris  claimed 
to  have  been  pinched  by  a  Buddies  patron, 
demanded  to  see  the  bar  owner,  and  became 
visibly  enraged  when  owner  Dennis  Moreau 
appeared.  He  called  Moreau  a  “queer”  and 
a  “fucking  faggot,”  and  said  that  he  did  not 
know  he  was  playing  a  “fag  club,”  said 
Levy.  Shouting  anti-gay  epithets,  Harris 
began  choking  Moreau,  according  to 
witnesses.  Employee  Kevin  Riley  told  GCN 
that  when  he  came  to  help  Moreau,  Harris 
kicked  Riley  in  the  chest,  knocking  him 
down.  Harris  was  escorted  out  of  the  bar 
when  Buddies  security  workers  threatened 
to  call  the  police. 

Moreau  was  treated  at  a  local  hospital  for 
his  injuries,  according  to  Levy.  Moreau  was 
unavailable  for  comment.  Riley  said  he  suf¬ 
fered  bruises  from  the  assault.  Both  missed 
work  as  a  result  of  their  injuries.  Sgt.  Brian 
Flynn  told  GCN  that  the  Boston  Police 
Department’s  Community  Disorders  Unit, 
which  deals  with  bias  crimes,  has  begun  an 
investigation  that  may  result  in  assault  and 
battery  and  civil  rights  charges  being 
brought  against  Harris.  Riley  is  also  con¬ 
sidering  independent  legal  action  against 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Former  U.S.  Sen. 
Lowell  Weicker  urged  over  640  people  at  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Con¬ 
ference  banquet  July  21  to  help  assure  that 
the  new  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act 
(ADA)  is  fully  implemented. 

The  Connecticut  Republican,  running  as 
an  independent  candidate  for  governor,  co¬ 
authored  the  law’s  first  draft  with  Sen.  Ed¬ 
ward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.).  ADA  won  final 
Senate  approval  July  13  by  a  vote  of  91-6, 
after  a  failed  attempt  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.)  to  keep  an  amendment  permitting 
employers  to  discriminate  against  food- 
handlers  with  HIV.  President  George  Bush 
signed  the  Act  into  law  July  26. 

Now  president  of  Research  America, 
Weicker  called  this  country’s  failure  to 
spend  more  money  on  scientific  study  of 
AIDS  and  other  challenges  “a  national 
disgrace.”  He  praised  conference  par¬ 
ticipants  as  “the  best  of  this  nation”  for 
working  to  solve  societal  ills.  “In  our  con¬ 
stitutional  democracy,  free  people  have  a 
right  —  an  obligation  —  to  fight  against 
wrongs,”  said  Weicker. 

Weicker  recounted  how  at  his  last  Senate 
hearing  he  “got  a  bucket  of  cold  water  in  my 
face”  from  a  witness  who  appeared  not  to 
have  any  disability  herself.  He  quoted,  but 
did  not  identify,  Kentuckian  Belinda 
Mason,  president  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  People  With  AIDS  and  Bush’s  ap¬ 
pointee  to  the  National  Commission  on  AIDS, 
who  testifed  that  her  town  had  closed  its 
swimming  pool  after  rumors  of  her  infection 
with  HIV  from  blood  transfusions  followed 


Harris.  He  said  that  in  the  context  of  rising 
anti-gay  violence  in  Boston,  “I  want  to  be 
part  of  something  that  says  it  is  not  accep¬ 
table,  that  says,  ‘Hey,  Turbo  Harris,  you 
can’t  get  away  with  this.’  ” 

A  spokesperson  for  Snap’s  management 
company,  Joi  Huckabee,  said  that  the  at¬ 
tack  was  “not  a  bias  incident,”  and  that 
Dick  Scott  Entertainment  wanted  to  issue  a 
public  apology  for  that  night’s  events. 
Huckabee  insisted  that  “Turbo  is  not  anti¬ 
gay.  Dick  Scott  Entertainment  is  not  anti¬ 
gay.  We  are  a  very  pro-gay  movement.” 

Huckabee  offered  GCN  a  different  ac¬ 
count  of  the  events  at  Buddies.  She  said  that 
the  band  agreed  to  stop  by  at  the  benefit 
after  performing  at  another  nightclub, 
Stocks  and  Bonds.  The  group  was  not  plan¬ 
ning  to  perform,  she  said,  but  decided  to 
play  a  few  songs  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 
“On  their  way  out,  there  was  a  large  crowd, 
and  there  was  some  touching  going  on.  The 
band  was  uncomfortable  with  pushing 
through  the  crowd,”  Huckabee  said.  She 
added  that  after  the  crowd  had  left,  “there 
was  some  kind  of  misunderstanding”  bet¬ 
ween  Harris  and  Moreau.  She  declined  to 
elaborate  further. 

However,  Huckabee  also  said  that  Snap 
would  play  two  benefit  concerts  “for  the 
fight  against  AIDS.”  She  said  that  the  band 
would  like  to  hold  the  events  at  Buddies,  but 
that  if  the  club  declined,  the  group  would 
perform  elsewhere.  Buddies  owner  Moreau 
had  not  yet  responded  to  the  request  by 
GCN' s  press  time. 

“I  hope  their  concern  comes  from  some 
place  deeper  than  their  pocketbook,”  said 
openly  gay  Boston  City  Councilor  David 
Scondras.  “It  is  a  measure  of  [lesbian  and 
gay  people’s]  progress  that  it  is  of  concern 
enough  to  issue  an  apology,”  he  told  GCN. 

“I  really  think  we  should  call  for  a  na¬ 
tional  boycott,”  said  Fenway’s  Steve 
Huber.  He  told  GCN  that  Buddies  has  held 
Thursday  night  benefits  for  Fenway  for 
about  six  months,  and  that  Fenway  has 
worked  to  bring  bands  into  Buddies  for  late- 
night  benefit  performances  after  the  groups 
play  other  clubs.  Huber  said  that  the  ar- 
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her  to  the  facility.  This  country,  Mason  had 
said,  “is  not  a  very  good  place  if  you’re  sick 
or  different.” 

ADA  codifies  civil  rights  protection  for 
people  with  AIDS,  HIV,  and  other  im¬ 
pairments.  The  legislation  breaks  new 
ground  by  assuring  comprehensive  ac¬ 
cessibility  and  justice  for  people  with 
disabilities,  reinforcing  well-settled  support 
at  the  judicial,  legislative  and  executive 
levels.  Disability  rights  leaders  call  it  the 
most  significant  civil  rights  statute  since 
1964. 

The  law  forbids  bias  in  private-sector 
employment,  public  accommodations,  com- 
munications,  transportation,  and 
state/local  governments’  activities.  Its  pro¬ 
tections  equal  what  is  afforded  others  due  to 
race,  sex,  national  origin,  age  and  religion. 

Gay  and  lesbian  lobbyists,  credited  by 
Minority  Leader  Sen.  Robert  Dole  (R-Kan.) 
July  13  for  pushing  the  bill,  said  they  fear 
conservative  members  of  Congress  may  try 
to  limit  funding  for  gay-specific  programs 
under  ADA  through  hostile  amendments. 

“With  all  your  intellect,  position, 
resources,  your  vote  —  with  whatever  power 
you  can  muster,”  Weicker  urged  the 
delegates,  “let’s  make  sure  America  is  the 
greatest  place  on  earth  for  people  who  are 
sick  or  different.”  The  father  of  a  child  with 
Down  Syndrome,  Weicker  won  the  Joseph 
P.  Kennedy  Foundation  Award  for  leader¬ 
ship  in  mental  health  on  July  15. 

Banquet  attendance  represented  more 
than  half  of  those  registered  at  the  twelfth 
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Passage  of  ADA  hailed  at 
D.C.  health  conference 

A  discussion  of  AIDS  education  in  suburbs  is  just  one  of 
more  than  300  presentations  at  the  annual  gathering 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads  and 
develop  strategies  for  increasing  advertising  sales. 
Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings.  Evaluate 
and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work 
with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualification*:  Strong  organizational,  communi¬ 
cations,  and  record-keeping  skills.  Previous  sales 
or  marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  August  17, 1990 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefit*:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Question*??:  Feel  free  to  call  617-426-4469. 
Ask  for  the  person  currently  holding  the  position 
you  are  interested  in  applying  for. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Yokes"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feel¬ 
ings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to 
ideas  expressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome 
all  contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contribu¬ 
tions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space 
available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of 
the  author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Utters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  It  Is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  --  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

The  opinions  expressed  In  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
Intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff.  Board  or  membership. 


Critiquing  Longtime 
Companion 

Dear  GCN: 

Upon  viewing  the  film  Longtime 
Companion,  described  in  GCN s  May  27 
issue,  I  found  it  both  refreshing  and  disturb¬ 
ing.  It  was  great  to  have  the  affection  of  gay 
men  made  visible.  At  the  same  time,  the  film 
seemed  irresponsible  in  its  failure  to  chal¬ 
lenge  several  AIDS-related  misconceptions  it 
depicted. 

The  film  accurately  portrays  the  irrational 
fear  of  casual  transmission,  but  it  doesn’t 
even  try  to  establish  the  truth  that  these  fears 
are  groundless.  Many  of  this  film's  viewers 
will  need  their  fears  dispelled,  not  validated. 

Film  criticism  aside,  it  is  disheartening  to 
see  yet  another  film  about  gay  men  dying.  In 
the  last  scene  there  is  a  brief  fantasy  in 
which  about  a  hundred  dead  gay  men  come 
onto  the  beach  to  play.  Although  AIDS  is  a 
vitally  important  issue,  it  is  infuriating  that 
the  epidemic  has  become  yet  another  excuse 
to  perpetuate  cinema's  shameful  obsession 


with  killing  off  gay  characters. 

Still,  Longtime  Companion  is  laudable  for 
its  use  of  humor  and  the  depiction,  albeit 
sketchy,  of  several  gay  couples.  We  hope  that 
it  clears  the  wav  for  future  films  that  explore 
the  lives  of  committed  gay  couples  in  greater 
depth. 

Filmmakers  could  find  inspiration  aplenty 
in  the  results  of  Partners'  National  Survey  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Couples.  We  were  intrigued 
to  leant,  for  instance,  that  the  560  male  cou¬ 
ples  participating  in  the  survey  averaged  6.9 
years  together  —  even  though  the  average 
age  was  only  36  1/2.  The  706  lesbian  cou¬ 
ples  averaged  4.9  years  together,  and  the 
average  age  was  35  years  old.  Longtime 
companions  are  rare  only  in  the  movies. 

We  offer  a  free  summary  of  the  survey 
upon  receipt  of  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
business-sized  envelope.  An  extensive  sur¬ 
vey  analysis  is  avilable  for  $3.95  in  the 
May/June  issue  of  our  publication,  Partners 
Newsletter  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Couples.  For 
either  item,  write:  Partners,  Box  9685, 
Seattle,  WA  98109.  (206)  784-1519. 

Demian,  Ed.D. 

g  Seattle,  Wash. 

Living  after  surviving 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  thank  Elizabeth  Pincus  for  her 
perceptive  review  of  the  movie  Sweetie, 
stressing  the  underlying  incest  theme.  I  am  a 
survivor  of  an  abusive  upbringing  (although 
my  older  sister  and  younger  brother  got  it  a 
lot  worse  than  I  did).  I  identified  a  whole  lot 
with  the  heroine  in  the  movie  as  a  surviving 
sibling  and  the  way  her  difficult  past  came 
back  to  haunt  her  in  the  present.  I  found  the 
movie  to  be  an  incredibly  accurate  portrayal 
of  a  dysfunctional  family. 

I  would  not  have  gone  to  see  Sweetie  if  it 
hadn't  been  for  reading  Pincus'  review  in 
GCN.  After  I  saw  it  I  was  so  moved,  that  I 
shared  about  it  the  following  week  in  my 
survivors'  support  group. 

There's  a  letter  in  your  May  6-12,  1990 
issue  from  John  Burton,  critizing  Pincus' 
review.  My  experience  has  been  that  when 
we  survivors  bring  up  our  childhood  experi¬ 
ences,  the  first  response  we  often  get  is  a  lot 
of  pressure  to  shut  up  and  not  talk  about  such 
things.  It  was  hard  for  me  to  see  Sweetie 
because  it  hit  so  close  to  home.  I'm  really 
glad  Elizabeth  Pincus  called  our  attention  to 
one  of  the  major  themes  of  the  movie. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff  Keith 

■  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

What  was  missing 

Dear  GCN: 

Prior  to  the  news  that  a  gay  activist  criti¬ 
cized  a  Massachusetts  politician  for  not 
being  proudly  and  openly  lesbian,  I  had 
planned  to  write  a  calm  and  reasonable  letter 
prompted  by  Michael  Bronski's  excellent 
piece  on  the  phenomenon  of  "outing"  (GCN, 
June  3-9,  1990).  BUT  NOW  I'M  TOO 
#*&@%$!  MAD  TO  BE  CALM  OR  REA¬ 
SONABLE!!!  So,  forgive  me,  Bronski,  if 
this  letter  seems  a  bit  out  of  sync  with  your 
very  comprehensive  analysis.  IT  JUST 
WASN’T  A%$&@!  COMPREHENSIVE 
ENOUGH!!!  (Mad  as  I  am,  though,  I  need  to 
be  clear:  'twas  not  Bronski  who  "outed" 
Evelyn  Murphy  on  TV  and  my  ire  is  not 
directed  towards  him.) 

What  was  missing  from  Bronski’s  analysis 
was  this:  it  seems  awfully  easy  for  white 
middle-class  gay  men  to  sit  in  judgement  of 
closeted  lesbian  and  gay  people  and  then  to 
decide  FOR  OTHER  PEOPLE  that  they  are 
just  not  proud  enough  of  their  sexuality. 
After  all,  in  this  culture,  white  middle-class 
gay  men  carry  only  one  "flaw"  -  their  homo¬ 
sexuality.  While  "outing"  is  extremely  com¬ 
plex,  as  Bronski  revealed,  I  cannot  help  but 
make  the  observation  that  for  white  middle- 
class  gay  men,  it  is  a  mechanism  by  which 
their  one  "flaw"  can  be  rendered  much  less 
potent  by  announcing  that  milions  of  other 
people  share  that  "flaw."  Call  me  cynical,  but 
in  my  lesbian  heart  of  hearts,  I  believe  that 
much  of  the  "outing”  enthusiasm  arises  from 
white  middle-class  gay  men  lusting  for  the 
social  legitimacy  and  privilege  they  might 
otherwise  enjoy  save  for  their  one  "flaw." 

Some  of  us  have  many  "flaws":  we  don't 
have  a  white  dick  in  our  pants;  we  are  hated 
for  our  race  or  color,  we  are  not  Christians; 
we  do  not  earn  disposable  income;  our  bod¬ 
ies  are  fat  or  different  in  ability;  we  have 
children  but  no  man  around  the  house.  In  a 
culture  which  despises  certain  personal 
attributes  while  deifying  others,  those  with 
multiple  despised  attributes  may  choose  their 


PAGE  4  □  JULY  29-AUGUST  4,  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEW 


Gay  Community  News  Is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  al  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  Information,  and  to  volun¬ 
teer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  aphabeticaJ  order  by  primary  tltle/functlon  ("  Indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Stamps* 

Classified:  Margaret  Wallace" 

ART/PROOUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Art  Director:  Adrianna  Alty" 

lllustralors/Layout:  Alison  Bechdel,  Laura  Pierce,  Linda  Ready, 
Noreen  Stevens,  Jean  Vallon 

Proofreaders:  Jan  Fielding.  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Rob  Krikorian, 
Read  Weaver 

Production  Night  Sustenance:  Read  Weaver 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Gary  Daffin,  Harold  Dufour-Anderson,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Phil 
Harper,  Ellen  Hendrix,  Ellie  Margolis,  Catharine  Reid,  Julie 
Rbux 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinators:  Laura  Briggs*.  Chris  Nealon* 

Data  Entry:  Paul  Schierenbeck 

Staff:  Patrick  Cain.  Raymond  Hopkins,  Ronn  Jackson,  William 
Newton,  Ana  Ortiz,  Warren  Patterson.  Whin  Pond,  Bill  Sweet, 
Sandi  Warren 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  John  Hosken,  Troy 
Richardson,  Paul  Schierenbeck.  Frank  Strona 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 

Frank  Strona* 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 

Bulk  Distrbution  &  Pizza  Sustainer:  Ray  Hopkins 

New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution.  1 050  East  4th 

Street.  Brooklyn.  NY  11230.  (718)  789-3137 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Christopher  Wittke" 

Film  Coordinator:  Liz  Galst 
Calendar  Editor:  Adrianna  Alty" 

Staff:  Karin  Agullar-San  Juan,  Walta  Borawski,  Michael 
Bronski,  Siong-huat  Chua,  Cheryl  Clarke,  Susie  Day,  Carrie 
Dearborn,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Ayofemi  Folayan,  Caroline  Foty,  Liz 
Galst,  Jewelle  Gomez.  Phil  Harper,  Craig  Harris,  Essex 
Hemphill,  Monica  Hileman,  Isaac  Jackson.  Terri  Jewell,  John 
Kyper,  Alisa  Lebow,  Jack  Lo,  Shelley  Mains,  Mara  Math, 
Duncan  Mitchel,  Pam  Mitchell,  Marea  Murray,  Jon  David 


Nalley,  Laura  Pierce,  Vane6sa  Nemeth,  Ana  Ortiz,  Elizabeth 
Pincus.  Colin  Robinson,  Steve  Rose,  Patricia  A.  Roth,  Kate 
Rushin,  Charley  Shively,  Tatianna  Schrieber,  Marc  Stein, 
Donald  Stone,  Malda  Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Natalie  Diffloth,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Wickie  Stamps,  Frank  Strona. 
Margaret  Wallace 

INDEXER 
Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Kelly  Gaines* 

Reporters:  Laura  Briggs".  Chris  Nealon* 

Staff:  Scott  Brookle,  Betsy  Brown,  Joe  Cice,  Gunther  Freehid, 
Mike  Friedman.  Judy  Gerber,  John  Hubert.  Stephen  Hunt. 

John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett,  WHIiam  Mann,  Chip  Mitchell.  David 
Morris,  Steve  Rose,  Susan  Schmitz,  Deborah  Schwartz.  Rod 
Sorge,  Marc  Stein,  Carrie  Wofford.  John  Zeh 

OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJECT 
Mike  Riegle* 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Bill  Andriette,  Natalie  Diffloth.  Tiyo 
Attallah  Salah-EI 

PERSONNEL  COMMTTEE 

Adrianna  Alty,  Michael  Bronski,  Kelly  Gaines,  Phil  Harper, 
Catharine  Reid,  Nancy  Wechsler 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Flelschmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  T.L.  Lift,  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Eva 
Schlesinger,  Lisa  Sette,  Ellen  Shub,  Lee  Snider,  Chuck 
Stallard,  Laura  Wulf 

PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Margaret  Wallace" 

SUSTAINER  COMMITTEE 

Natalie  Diffloth,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Frank 
Strona,  Nancy  Wechsler 

PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Typesetter:  Beth  Leventhal 

Outside  Desktop  Publishing  Coordinator:  Wayne  Curtis 
Staff:  Adrianna  Alty,  Tim  Walton,  Nancy  Wechsler 


Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  for  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit,  tax-exempt  corporation.  Our  office  is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston.  MA 
02116.  (617)  426-4469,  (617)  426-2723  (FAX),  (617)  426-0332  (TTY/TDD).  Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass.  Annual 
subscription  rate  for  individuals  is  $39.  Institutional  rate:  $55.  ISSN:  [0147-0728], 

Member  Gay  and  Lesbian  Press  Association,  New  England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  of  the 
Press,  COSMEP.  GCN  is  included  In  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center.  Inc.,  Box 
33109,  Baltimore,  MD  21218.  Volumes  1-15  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  $4tVvolume,  $55(Ycomplete  set.  Write 
GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA  02116. 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Political 


"The  gay  movement's  newspaper  of  record." 

-  Village  Voice 


Name 


Address_ 
City _ 


State 


Zlp_ 


□  New  Subscription  □  Renewal 


□  1  year  (49  issues)  $39  □  VISA 

□  1  year,  Institution  rate  $55  Acct.  #:_ 

□  2  years  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  issues)  $95 

□  6  months  (25  issues)  $25 

□  6  months,  low  income  $14  Signature^ 


□  Mastercard 


Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount:  $_ 


□  I  am  interested  in  GCN's  Sustainer  Program  (pledging  $120+/year) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free  sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 


□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to  my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  subscription*,  add  50%  payable  with  a  postal  money  order.  GCN's 
subscription  rates  are  for  within  the  U.S.  APO  &  FPO.  Amounts  received  in  excess  of  the 
subscription  price  will  be  considered  donations.  GCN  is  published  by  the  non-profit 
.  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation. 

Mall  to  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 


battles.  We  will  not  all  agree  with  those 
choices,  nor  do  we  need  to.  But  fundamental 
respect  for  the  choices  of  others  ought  to  be 
a  standard  of  human  social  intercourse.  We 
demand  it  of  heterosexist  culture;  we  should 
expect  no  less  of  ourselves  as  well. 

Now  to  the  Murphy  matter.  As  a  soon  to 
be  resident  of  Massachusetts,  I  prefer  a 
Murphy  Administration,  even  as  against  a 
Bellotti  Administration.  Despite  previous 
bad  positions  on  plant  closing  legislation 
and  AIDS  prevention  strategies,  we'll  all  be 
better  off  if  Murphy  becomes  the  next  --  and 
first  woman  —  governor.  I  deeply  resent  any¬ 
one  —  be  it  John  Silber  or  a  usually  right-on 
gay  man  —  obstructing  Murphy's  progress 
towards  the  comer  office  in  the  Statehouse. 
Unfortunately,  the  Boston  Herald's  "outing" 
story  on  Evelyn  Murphy  will  hurt  her 
chances  for  election  to  the  state’s  highest 
office.  I'm  sure  Silber  and  Bellotti  are  lick¬ 
ing  their  chops.  What  a  surprise,  eh? 

Finally,  I  strongly  take  issue  with 
Bronski's  assertion  that  opposing  "outing"  is 
a  conservative  position.  The  notion  that  the 
cultural  transformations  we  seek  will  be 
substantially  furthered  by  yanking  rich, 
famous,  and  powerful  queers  out  of  their 
closets  is  foolishness  bom  of  frustration  and 
impatience,  but  foolishness  nevertheless. 
Social  change  and  gay/lesbian  liberation 
will  take  longer  than  resolving  the  plot  line 
of  a  situation  comedy. 

See  you  in  September, 
Sue  Hyde 

|  Washington,  D.C. 


Instigating  outing 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Michael 
Bronski's  article  on  outing  ("Outing:  The 
power  of  the  closet,"  GCN  June  3-9, 1990).  I 
agree  wholeheartedly  with  Bronski's  views, 
and  thank  him  for  his  synthesis  of  the  mat¬ 
ter.  I  appreciate  Bronski's  sensitivity  to 
using  gay  and  lesbian  images  throughout  the 
article.  Moreover  his  article  put  several 
things  into  a  new  light  for  me;  for  example, 
I  had  not  thought  how  gossip  about  being 
gay  is  only  used  in  a  negative  context,  while 
positive  gay  visibility  doesn’t  exist  in  the 
media.  The  article  should  be  helpful  to  any¬ 
one  who  is  engaged  in  sorting  out  feelings 
on  the  issue  of  outing.  I  am  writing  to  add 
more  fuel  to  the  fire  that  I'm  sure  his  article 
will  provoke. 

There  is  at  least  one  issue  we  need  to 
think  about  seriously:  Since  the  mainstream, 
basically  straight  media  are  so  against  out¬ 
ing  (they  unanimously  condemn  it),  should 
we  agree  with  their  rationale,  or  should  we 
do  some  honest  thinking  about  it  and  come 
to  our  own  conclusions  about  the  legitimacy 
of  outing? 

Bronski  highlights  how  outing  any  partic¬ 
ular  person  is  not,  ultimately,  a  personally 
directed  issue.  Outing  positive  role  models 
is  a  political  act.  Like  racism,  the  biggest 
concern  is  not  so  much  individual  or  isolat¬ 
ed  acts  of  racism,  but  the  pervasive  problem 
of  racism  in  socity.  Being  out  and  outing  are 
thus  politicized  -  and  put  in  a  context  of 
societal  relevance  rather  than  individual 
impact. 

Out  gays,  lesbians  and  bisexuals  do  not 
yet  necessarily  agree  with  the  idea,  perhaps 
because  we  can  look  back  at  our  own  pro¬ 
cess  of  coming  out,  and  know  that  others 
publicizing  it  would  not  have  made  it  any 
easier.  But  if  we  want  to  condemn  outing, 
then  we  must  also  condemn  political  tactics 
such  as  those  used  by  ACT  UP  organiza¬ 
tions.  And  the  bottom  line  is  that  these  tac¬ 
tics  ultimately  do  some  good.  They  are  not 
pleasant  tactics,  but  the  issues  people  using 
them  are  dealing  with  are  not  pleasant 
issues.  And  importantly,  before  these  tactics 
were  used,  these  issues  were  all  but  ignored. 
Now  they  are  not  so  much  ignored,  although 
there  is  still  much  progress  to  be  made. 

Bronski's  distinction  between  two  differ¬ 
ent  "trends"  in  outing  is  helpful:  (a)  outing 
public  figures  who  campaign  against  gay¬ 
positive  legislation,  and  (b)  outing  all  public 
figures.  Most  people  I've  talked  to  agree 
with  outing  people  who  are  actively  cam¬ 
paigning  against  gay  and  lesbian  rights.  But 
the  other  goal  of  outing  is  equally  valid,  and 
should  be  given  more  thought.  Until  society 
has  a  more  positive  view  of  lesbians,  gays 
and  bisexuals,  outing  is  a  political  issue  with 
the  aim  of  social  and  cultural  change.  The 
world  needs  positive  role  models  of  gays 
and  lesbians,  and  people  in  the  public  eye 
can  do  much  to  spur  this  change.  By  defini¬ 
tion  almost,  public  figures  sacrifice  privacy. 
Should  positive  views  of  sexual  orientation 
be  exempt  from  this? 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Outing  cannibalizes  our  community 

by  E.J.  Graff  °  ' 


Outing  is  coercion.  Forget  the  double¬ 
speak  about  it  being  an  attack  on  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  "the  closet,"  that  abstraction,  rather 
than  on  specific  persons  with  their  own 
hopes  and  fears.  If  to  them  it  feels  like  rape, 
don't  tell  them  to  relax  and  enjoy  it  for  the 
good  of  the  rest  of  us. 

Let's  not  kid  ourselves:  most  of  the  world 
still  sneers  at  us.  Coming  out  can  be  unpre¬ 
dictable  and  painful.  And  because  we  each 
handle  those  reactions  differently,  we  have 
long  agreed  to  allow  each  of  us  the  dignity 
of  deciding  on  our  own  moment  to  speak. 

In  his  June  2-9  essay,  Bronski  looks  long 
and  thoughtfully  at  many  sides  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  including  the  history  of  gay  and  lesbian 
action  for  change.  He  concludes  that  times 
are  changing  -  that  gays  and  lesbians  have 
less  tolerance  for  the  closet  than  we  once 
did,  and  that  therefore  the  decision  to  come 
out  has  become  the  property  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Or  rather,  of  the  community's  angriest 
members.  Maybe,  he  suggests,  "outing"  will 
eventually  be  seen  as  a  cutting-edge 
approach,  like  publishing  The  Ladder  or  riot¬ 
ing  at  Stonewall.  Maybe  the  gay  silent 
majority  has  become  less  tolerant  of  the 
hypocrisy  of  the  closet.  Maybe  dragging  out 
politicians  and  celebrities  will  somehow 
benefit  us  all. 

But  "outing"  is  the  opposite  of  the  prece¬ 
dents  he  cites,  in  which  a  few  brave  folks 
consciously  chose  to  risk  themselves  -  not 
others.  The  maverick  activist  who  called  a 
press  conference  to  pronounce  members  of 
Congress  gay  called  it  a  "claiming"  rather 
than  a  "shaming."  Armistead  Maupin  (mis¬ 
chievously?)  states  that  naming  others  as  gay 
is  a  compliment,  not  an  attack.  Bronski  says 


that  gay  celebrities  could  come  out  without 
harming  their  careers. 

What  world  do  these  folks  live  in?  It  sure 
isn't  the  one  where  Ferron's  not  making  it, 
but  k.d.  lang  is  -  and  we  can  all  guess  why. 
It  sure  isn't  the  world  where  a  public  lesbian 
has  no  chance  of  winning  the  Massachusetts 
gubernatorial  primary.  Politicians  and 
celebrities  regularly  watch  whatever  fame  or 
power  they  have  go  up  for  a  vote  -  at  the 
voting  booth  or  at  the  ticket  booth.  What  do 
we  gain  by  publicly  taking  away  their  ability 
to  speak  for  themselves,  stripping  them  of 
dignity? 

"Outing"  cannibalizes  our  community  in 
the  name  of  a  misleading  and  corrosive  righ¬ 
teousness.  What’s  next  —  demanding  disclo¬ 
sure  of  public  figures'  HIV  status  in  order  to 
counteract  AIDS  prejudice?  It  is  one  thing  to 
disprespect  or  be  disgusted  by  those  who 
face  oppression  silently.  But  to  forcibly 
enlist  them  in  our  own  political  march  fails 
the  minimum  test  of  morality:  respect. 

Not  only  is  "outing"  wrong  —  it  harms 
instead  of  helps  us.  Bronski  believes  that 
outing  is  "a  direct,  uncompromised  chal¬ 
lenge  to  [straight  people's]  insistence  on  con¬ 
trolling  our  lives."  Hardly.  "Outing"  feeds 
the  public  hunger  for  titillating  secrets,  for 
personal  details  that  can  be  substituted  for 
political  thought.  Are  we  more  free  when  the 
Herald  salaciously  blazons  Blumenfeld's 
accusation  that  Murphy  is  gay?  And  yes,  I 
do  mean  "accusation,"  because  that's  how  it 
reads  if  the  person  being  "outed"  does  not 
claim  the  identity  with  pride.  By  feeding  the 
tabloid  press  thrilling  bits  of  gossip  about 
folks  who  react  with  angry  quasi-denials,  we 
reinforce  the  equation  of  "gay"  with 


"shame."  We  have  to  pay  attention  to  who 
gobbles  up  these  tidbits.  If  it's  the  sensation¬ 
alist  press,  then  the  world  is  reading  our 
announcements  as  sensationalism.  And  that's 
not  the  message  I  want  to  pass  along. 

Which  is  why  I  oppose  "outing"  even 
politicians  who  are  voting  against  us. 
Exposing  Hatfield  on  a  billboard  is  like  pass¬ 
ing  out  pictures  of  Gary  Hart  with  Donna 
Rice.  Can't  you  just  hear  the  disgust  in  the 
voices:  How  shocking,  George,  the  Senator 
cheats  on  his  wife  —  with  boys!  The  differ¬ 
ence  is  that  Gary  Hart  wasn't  publicly  repre¬ 
senting  heterosexuality,  while  the  Hatfield 
billboard  now  links  being  gay  with 
hypocrisy. 

If  we  want  to  show  our  communiy  as  gay 
and  proud,  we  need  public  figures  who  are 
gay  and  proud.  We  need  not  to  put  them  "on 
notice,"  the  phrase  Blumenfeld  uses,  which 
only  frightens  potential  allies  into  wary  ene¬ 
mies.  We  need  to  coax,  not  kick,  them  from 
the  closet.  And  we  do  just  that  by  building  a 
strong,  vocal,  and  supportive  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  Our  strength  made  it  possible 
for  Barney  Frank  to  come  out  before  the 
Gobie  scandal  broke,  for  Gerry  Studds  to 
stand  up  like  a  mensch  claiming  both  his 
errors  and  himself,  and  for  Noble,  Scondras, 
Milk,  and  others  to  run  as  openly  gay.  Who 
wants  public  role  models  who  are  whining, 
wailing,  and  pulling  their  underwear  back  up 
as  they  try  to  crawl  back  in  the  closet?  Do 
we  want  to  be  our  own  vice  police,  an  ideo¬ 
logical  patrol  sternly  forcing  people  into 
public  view?  Or  do  we  want  to  build  a  world 
that  respects  diversity  and  personal  choice? 


Yes,  I  am  out,  and  it  may  be  easier  for  me 
to  say:  "Come  out  of  your  closets,  we  need 
to  spur  on  social  change."  Bronski  adds  a 
new  twist  to  the  well-known  phrase 
SILENCE  =  DEATH,  applying  it  to  politics 
of  the  closet  as  well  as  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
Many  GCN  readers  realize  this,  and  agree 
that  being  out  is  better  than  being  in  the 
closet.  What  I  think  many  have  not  realized 
is  that  outing,  as  a  concept,  is  an  important 
political  issue  with  the  potential  for  promot¬ 
ing  social  change.  We  need  to  think  about 
not  just  taking  the  middle  ground  by  outing 
only  those  who  actively  promote  anti-gay 
legislation,  but  also  going  even  farther  and 
instigating  positive  views  of  gays,  lesbians 
and  bisexuals  in  the  media. 

Sincerely, 
Sara  Schley 

■  Somerville,  Mass. 

It  can  make  a  difference  in 
the  long  run 

Dear  GCN: 

We  would  like  to  ask  that  our  brothers  and 
sisters  on  the  outside  consider  writing  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  warden  to  prevent  our  (gay  men 
here  at  this  prison)  being  transferred  to 
another  prison  where  all  the  cells  are  double 
or  group  cells  and  where  they  will  certainly 
put  some  of  us  in  with  people  who  do  not 
like  gay  people. 

In  addition  many  of  us  will  lose  out  on 
our  college  programs  that  we  are  in,  and 
with  the  college  credit,  we  will  lose  the 
"good  time"  credit  earned  when  completing 
college  work,  that  makes  our  sentences 
shorter.  Also  we  will  be  moved  farther  away 
from  our  families  and  from  our  legal  coun¬ 
sels;  and  we'll  lose  our  jobs  in  the  prison 
industry,  which  is  the  only  source  of  income 
some  of  us  receive. 

It  should  be  noted  that  certain  inmates 
who  were  on  the  special  reclass  list  were 
taken  off  because  they  played  for  the  Unit 
softball  team  or  for  the  Varsity  softball  team 
and  the  Unit  managers  want  to  beat  other 
Unit  managers  and  win  the  steak  dinners. 

Many  of  us  will  be  harassed  or  worse  in 
this  new  situation  and  will  just  give  up  on 
education  and  job  training  programs  and  go 
into  "protective"  custody  (isolation)  and 
have  to  serve  out  the  maximum  time, 
because  of  lost  good  time  credit  for  work 
and  education.  Some  will  just  give  up. 
Others  will  continue  to  be  strong  during  our 
incarceration. 

It  would  really  help  us  if  our  brothers  and 
sisters  on  the  outside  would  write  these  peo¬ 
ple  and  let  them  know  you  object  to  this 
type  of  discrimination.  Please  don't  wait.  We 
need  your  help.  It  may  not  stop  the  transfers. 


but  it  will  definitely  help  in  the  long  run  by 
letting  the  officials  know  that  there  are  peo¬ 
ple  out  there  who  care  enough  to  write  a  let¬ 
ter  of  protest.  (Write:  Judith  Morris,  Cabinet 
of  Corrections,  State  Office  Bldg,  Frankfort 
KY  40601;  and,  Steve  Barry,  Deputy 
Warden,  3001  W.  Hwy  146,  LaGrange  KY 
40032.) 

Thank  you  very  much, 
James  Fitzgerald 
98743 
3001  W.  Hwy  146 
■  LaGrange,  KY  40032 

Life  and  death 

Dear  GCN: 

I  read  your  newspaper  often.  I  know  you 
all  are  very  busy,  but  this  is  life  and  death. 
My  name  is  Robert  Byrd.  I'm  a  gay  male, 
and  I'm  in  fear  for  my  lover's  life.  His  name 
is  Paul  Buecher  (188-462).  I  hope  you  and 
your  readers  will  be  willing  to  help  us,  just  a 
little.  Maybe  if  you  put  something  in  your 
newspaper  to  raise  the  issue  to  every  gay 
person,  some  of  them  will  be  willing  to 
write  a  letter  of  support  for  us  to  the  warden 
so  he  will  know  that  we  are  not  alone  in  this 
fight. 

Me  and  my  lover  were  put  in  administra¬ 
tive  custody  for  a  fight  in  protecting  ourself 
against  a  guy  and  his  gang.  He  has  threat¬ 
ened  us.  Now  there  is  a  new  institution 
opening  up  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  they  are 
going  to  send  this  trouble  maker  and  his 
gang  up  there,  but  they  also  got  plans  to 
send  my  lover  to  the  same  place.  They  will 
kill  him! 

I  beg  you  to  help  me  and  my  lover  by 
putting  the  word  out  to  the  free  world  gays 
and  lesbians  that  we  need  their  letters  of 
support  to  stop  this  senseless  act,  and  also 
they  are  keeping  us  apart  because  we  are 
gay  and  we  love  each  other.  We  need  to  be 
together.  We  need  your  help.  I  hope  you 
have  a  kind  heart  and  will  help  two  people 
that  need  help  bad.  We  have  no  one  else  to 
turn  to.  Don't  let  them  send  my  lover  up 
there.  Keep  him  here  at  my  side.  You  are  my 
last  hope  for  I  do  not  know  where  else  to 
turn.  (Please  send  letters  to:  Terry  Morris, 
Warden,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699.) 

Thank  you  for  your  time  in  reading  this 
letter  of  hope, 

Robert  Byrd 
•  156-273 

Box  45699 

B  Lucasville,  OH  45699 

Editor's  Note:  In  our  July  15  -21,  1990 
edition,  the  " Speaking  Out,"  by  Benjamin 
Incerti  was  text  originally  presented  at 
Pride  1990. 
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OBITUARIES 


Larry  Killian 


BOSTON  —  Larry  Killian,  former 
Finance  Director  of  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  (AAC),  died  July  19  of  complications 
due  to  AIDS.  He  was  44. 

Larry  was  one  of  AAC’s  first  staff 
members  and  was  responsible  for  insuring 
the  financial  stability  and  fiscal  account¬ 
ability  of  New  England’s  first  and  largest 
AIDS  service  organization.  Under  his  tenure 
as  Finance  Director  from  1985-1989,  AAC 
grew  to  become  an  organization  serving 
more  than  1,000  families  with  AIDS,  with  a 
budget  of  over  $5  million. 

Larry  grew  up  in  suburban  Chicago  and 
graduated  from  Haverford  College  in  1968. 
He  worked  in  Vermont  for  a  while:  as  a 
bookstore  manager  in  Waitsfield  and  co¬ 
owner  of  Bookstacks  in  Burlington.  In 
1971,  Larry  was  co-founder  and  original  in¬ 
habitant  of  Chicken  Lake  in  Jerusalem. 
After  moving  to  Boston  in  1980,  he  worked 
for  the  MIT  Press  and  Ballinger  Press. 

As  an  original  member  of  AAC’s 


volunteer  Finance  Committee  in  1984,  Larry 
brought  an  understanding  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  accountability,  creativity,  and 
humor  to  the  fledgling  pioneer  group.  He 
provided  innovative  planning  and  problem¬ 
solving  techniques  as  the  organization  grew. 
Larry  was  a  mentor  to  many  staff, 
volunteers  and  PWAs;  helping  them  to  see 
how  they  could  realize  their  individual 
potentials  and  make  an  important  dif¬ 
ference  in  combating  AIDS.  He  ensured 
that  AAC  remained  committed  to  its  roots 
in  the  gay  community  and  to  its  mission,  and 
understood  that  a  stable  financial  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  structure  was  essential  to  fulfill¬ 
ing  that  mission. 

Larry  shared  with  numerous  friends  his 
love  of  great  books,  complicated  ideas, 
arguments,  cappucino,  France,  and  fine 
food  and  wine.  He  loved  the  dogs  he  had 
while  living  in  Vermont  in  the  ’70s:  Oliver, 
Chester,  Lou  and  Kessler.  Larry  also  loved 
being  gay  and  devoted  the  last  six  years  of 
his  life  to  improving  the  quality  of  life  for 
people  living  with  AIDS. 

Larry  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Irwin  and 
Juanita  Killian;  his  beloved  nephews,  Seth 
and  Peter;  their  parents,  Jim  Killian  and 
Janie  Endicott;  Janie’s  husband,  Craig;  his 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  T.  Fry; 
his  friends,  Andy  Crane,  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  David  Aronstein,  Bob  Rimer, 
Michael  Connolly,  and  Steven  Fischer;  and 
countless  friends  in  Vermont  and  Boston. 

A  memorial  service  will  be  held  at  3  p.m. 
on  August  5  at  Trinity  Church  in  Copley 
Square,  with  a  reception  to  follow  at  AAC. 
Donations  to  the  Larry  Killian  Fund  should 
be  sent  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  of 
Massachusetts,  131  Clarendon  Street, 
Boston,  MA,  021 16. 

□  David  Aronstein 

Obituary  policy 

GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like  to  submit 
obituaries  for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask  that 
obituaries  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and  limited  to  500 
words,  if  possible.  Include  a  photograph,  if  available. 
GCN  offers  writing  assistance  upon  request.  Contact  the 
News  department  if  you  have  any  questions  or  would 
like  to  make  a  submission. 
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Spending  is  a 
Sickness 

when  you  try  to  buy  friend¬ 
ship...  when  you  shop  for  a 
temporary  lift... when  your 
debts  pile  up. .  .and  you  still 
haven’t  found  what  you 
really  need. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
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D.C.  meeting 

Continued  from  page  3 

annual  affair,  which  is  the  largest  yearly  in¬ 
ternational  meeting  on  lesbian/gay  health 
issues,  the  oldest  continuing  AIDS  con¬ 
ference,  and  the  first  to  formulate  AIDS 
policy  before  federal  intervention. 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Health  Foundation  (NLGHF)  and 
George  Washington  University  Medical 
Center,  the  session  also  included  the  Eighth 
National  AIDS  Forum  and  a  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alcoholism  Professionals. 

The  conference  focused  on  health  issues 
confronting  gay  people,  stressing  latest 
research  developments  and  accessibility  to 
health  care  for  acute  illnesses,  and  mental 
health  services.  “We  bring  together  health 
professionals  and  community  leaders  from 
across  the  world,”  said  Bill  Scott,  president 
of  NLGHF’s  board.  “We  offer  participants 
on  the  front  lines  of  medical  research,  treat¬ 
ment  and  care  a  forum  for  exchange  of 
ideas,  information  and  technical  support.” 

Over  300  presentations  covered  issues 
such  as  HIV-positive  prisoners, 
homelessness  among  gay  and  lesbian  youth, 
and  medical  advances  in  combatting  AIDS. 
Tania  Israel  of  Philadelphia’s  American 
Red  Cross  chapter  reviewed  “obstacles  and 
strategies”  facing  AIDS  educators  in  the 
suburbs.  “There  is  a  feeling  of  denial  of  risk 
for  HIV  and  AIDS”  there,  said  Israel. 
“They  don’t  actively  seek  information  on 
their  own.”  To  overcome  schools’ 
resistance  to  provide  AIDS  education  and 
teacher-training  despite  state  mandates,  she 
focused  on  family  issues  (such  as  the  need 
for  parents  to  talk  to  children  about  AIDS), 
provided  programs  in  teen  peer  education, 
and  paired  training  with  more  familiar  prob¬ 
lems,  like  teen  pregnancy  and  sexually- 
transmitted  diseases. 

Before  debate  on  ADA  ended  July  13, 
Sen.  William  Armstrong  (R-Colo.)  had  said 
the  law  “may  be  used  to  advance  the 
political  agenda  of  groups  that  advocate  for 
the  rights  of  homosexuals.” 

ADA  “truly  could  change  life  in  America 
as  it  is  experienced  by  people  with  all 
disabilities,”  countered  Jean  McGuire, 
head  of  the  AIDS  Action  Council,  who 
spoke  at  the  conference.  The  law  will 
“assure  people  protection  from  discrimina¬ 


tion  in  things  important  to  maintain  so  they 
can  stay  in  their  communties  and  enjoy  life 
as  long  as  possible,”  she  said.  □ 

Boycott 

Continued  from  page  3 

rangement  has  never  caused  problems 
before  the  July  19  incident,  and  insisted  that 
Snap  band  members  were  informed 
beforehand  that  they  would  be  playing  at  a 
gay  club. 

Many  local  bars  have  stopped  playing 
“The  Power,”  and  a  spokesperson  for  Bud¬ 
dies  said  that  the  bar  has  received  phone 
calls  from  clubs  and  radio  stations  across  the 
country  that  are  contemplating  banning  the 
song.  Levy  said  that  he  has  been  contacted 
by  national  media  outlets  about  the  inci¬ 
dent,  including  MTV  and  Spin  magazine. 
He  told  GCN  that  some  community 
members  are  also  organizing  to  either  block 
Snap  from  performing  as  the  opening  act 
for  Soul  II  Soul  at  Great  Woods  on  August 
26,  or  picket  the  concert  if  the  group  does 
appear. 

Two  local  radio  stations,  WXKS-FM 
(Kiss  108)  and  W1LD-AM,  have  banned 
“The  Power,”  and  WZOU  is  considering 
such  a  move.  The  program  director  for 
WILD,  Boston’s  Black  radio  station, 
Stephen  Hill,  told  GCN  that  he  had  decided 
to  pull  the  song  in  order  “to  send  a  message 
to  our  community,”  as  well  as  to  the  record 
company,  that  the  actions  of  Snap,  a  Black 
band,  and  particularly  Harris,  are  unaccep¬ 
table.  He  said  that  he  has  gotten  some  com¬ 
plaints  from  listeners  who  like  the  song,  but 
said  “Homophobia  is  dangerous,  just  like 
racism  is  dangerous.  It  was  such  a  violent, 
homophobic  incident.  [Removing  the 
record]  is  a  signal  of  support,  and  a  signal  of 
disgust.” 

Hill  said  that  while  he  had  never  made  a 
similar  decision  to  pull  a  record,  he  thought 
it  was  important  to  take  a  stand  “against 
those  who  are  violent,  who  are 
homophobic.”  The  Black  community  and 
the  gay  community,  said  Hill,  “are  two 
communities  —  one  because  of  their  race, 
one  because  of  their  lifestyle  —  who  are 
persecuted.  I  identified  with  that.”  Hill  add¬ 
ed  that,  “People  see  Black  people  and  all 
they  see  is  their  race.  They  don’t  see  who 
that  person  is.  It’s  the  same  with  gay 
people.”  □ 
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ALLAN  SINGER  L.l.C.S.W. 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Womencrafts 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for. 

Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


(SI  50  for  1st  min.) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
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Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goas)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


GXS 

SELECTIONS 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R-  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82Glenville  Ave.,  *11 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

SpoHord,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02106 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 

Books  of  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa,  Central 
America,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

45  Newbury  St.,  Suite  333 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lcwer  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Excellent 
References  -  I  do  windowsl 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Ken  more  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENMS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

COM  MONHEALTH,  INC. 

42  Pleasant  St.  Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535  Dan  or  Meg 


THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procacdni,  LICSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  A 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  A  gay 
men,  individuals  A  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

596Tremont  St. 

Boston,  M A  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  M A  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

Da  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
Da  PAUL  GROfPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M  A  02136 
(617)364-5500 

Da  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M-Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Ml.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  524-7794 

HAIR  SALONS 

a  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Walk-In  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  dinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  lor  appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Cl06e  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  * 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  6-week 
residency  program  for  HIV  + 
asymptomatic  individuals. 

1 -800-767-HE AL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St,  PO  Box  1 762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEV1CH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 

241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  M-SaL,  12-7 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 

BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 

Sports  massage,  pain  relief, 
relaxation  techniques. 
(617)623-7258. 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  for 
non-traditional  relationships 
Pat  Reeve  and  Carole  Spear 
(617)524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 

Interior  Painting  Quality  work 
at  reasonable  rates.  Call  for 
estimate  (617)  536-5569 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 


METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr,  Sunday  Worship 
7  PM.  Open  to  all.  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  530  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSAUST 

Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury 
Sun.  1 1  AM  Service  at 
Center,  Roxbury  S  Dudley 
Sts,  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)445-1277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  SL  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Finandal  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
•Bookkeeping  *Payrdl 
•Tax  Preparaton 
Call  Bob  a  (617)  292-6415 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupundure.  Chiropractic, 
Massage  A  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

T  Shirt  Printing 

PO  Box  405  Rodiport,  MA 

01966(508)546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 

Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

VIDEOS 

J  4  J  ENTERPRISES 

All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  4  novels  P.O.  Box 
438  Salem.  NH  03079 

WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  W  8  PM-1 
AM,  Th.  4,  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM- 
2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 
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The  world  prepares 


for 


BY  CYNDI  KOEBERT  AND  PETER  MEDOFF 


The  city  of  Vancouver,  British  Colum¬ 
bia,  and  athletes  and  performers  from 
around  the  world  are  preparing  for  the 
largest  international  sporting  event  to  be 
held  in  the  world  this  year,  Celebration  ’90: 
Gay  Games  III  and  Cultural  Festival. 

Over  7,000  athletes  and  3,000  performing 
artists  from  26  countries  will  be  converging 
on  Vancouver  for  the  week-long  event  from 
August  4-11.  Gay  Games  organizers  are  also 
expecting  20,000  spectators  to  cheer  on  the 
participants. 

“It’s  truly  incredible,”  says  Celebration 
’90  Executive  Director  Mark  Mees.  “It’s 
more  than  any  of  us  dared  dream.”  With 
only  a  few  days  until  opening  ceremonies, 
the  small  staff  of  Celebration  ’90,  with  the 
help  of  thousands  of  volunteers,  are  fran¬ 
tically  making  sure  that  all  is  ready  to  go. 
“Data  entry  has  taken  on  a  whole  new 
meaning,”  joked  Office  Manager  Mary 
Brookes. 

Twenty-seven  different  sports  are  includ¬ 
ed  in  Gay  Games  III,  along  with  a  large 
variety  of  cultural  activities  (see  box).  Many 
of  the  sports,  such  as  basketball,  wrestling, 
volleyball  and  track  and  field,  are  tradi¬ 
tionally  found  in  international  competi¬ 
tions.  But,  when  was  the  last  time  you  heard 
of  a  sporting  event  that  included  darts,  soft- 
ball,  bowling,  badminton  and  croquet  as 
well? 

“We  stress  inclusiveness  over  competi¬ 
tion,”  explained  Communications  Director 
Sarah  Temple.  In  most  sports  during  the 
Games,  men  and  women  compete  together 
and  each  sport  is  available  to  the  physically 
challenged.  Anyone  is  eligible  to  enter  and 
compete.  All  athletes  will  receive  recogni¬ 
tion  for  participating. 

The  first  Gay  Games  were  held  in  San 
Francisco  in  1982.  Originated  by  former 
U.S.  Olympic  team  member  Tom  Waddell, 
the  first  Games  attracted  1,300  athletes.  Gay 
Games  II,  also  held  in  San  Francisco  — 
shortly  before  Waddell  died  of  AIDS  — 
drew  about  3,500  registrants.  Most  were 
from  the  U.S. 

There  is  truly  an  international  flavor  to 
these  Games.  This  year,  the  7,000-plus 
athletes  wil  be  traveling  from  around  the 
globe.  Athletes  from  East  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland 
will  be  participating.  Over  250  competitors 
from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  have  also 
registered.  Forty-six  states  in  the  U.S.  will 
be  sending  athletes,  including  over  200  from 
Boston  (see  box). 

“To  do  one’s  personal  best  is  the  ultimate 
of  all  human  achievement,”  stated  Waddell 
before  the  first  Gay  Games.  The  horrible 
athletic  experiences  of  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians  severely  limited  their  ability  to 
reach  their  personal  best.  The  Games  were 
created  to  provide  that_opportunity. 
Vancouver’s  Betty  Baxter  participated  in 


Gay  Games  II,  Winner's  Circle,  5lc  Track  (l-r)  Silver:  New  York;  Gold: 
San  Diego;  Bronze:  Boston 


the  city’s  professional  football  team. 

The  main  pavilion  from  Expo  ’86,  The 
Plaza  of  Nations,  will  serve  as  the  focal 
point  for  the  entire  Games.  With 
restaurants,  a  disco,  evening  entertainment 
and  a  capacity  of  6,000,  the  pavilion  will  be 
the  “social  heart  of  the  Games,”  according 
to  Temple. 

The  plans  for  the  athletic  and  cultural  ac¬ 
tivities  are  rivaled  only  by  the  social  events 
scheduled  for  the  week.  The  Games  will  end 
by  8:00  p.m.  each  day  so  that  participants 
can  take  advantage  of  all  that  Vancouver 
has  to  offer.  Besides  the  cultural  events, 
many  social  activities  are  also  being 
planned.  While  Vancouver  has  a  limited 
number  of  gay  bars,  several  of  the  city’s 
largest  straight  night  clubs  will  turn  queer 
for  the  week.  In  addition,  activities  are 
planned  by  Vancouver’s  lesbian,  leather  and 
religious  communities.  Among  the  events, 
Vancouver’s  Lesbian  Connection  will  be 
hosting  a  major  party  featuring  several  of 
the  area’s  hottest  bands.  The  Mr.  and  Ms. 
Vancouver  Leather  contest  will  be  held  on 
August  5. 

While  staff  and  volunteers  have  tried  to 
keep  up  with  all  of  the  pieces,  at  times  they 
have  been  overwhelmed.  Although  several 
thousand  Vancouver  residents  will  be  host¬ 
ing  —  or  “billeting”  —  Gay  Games  par¬ 
ticipants,  thousands  more  who  requested 
hosted  housing  will  have  to  fend  for  them¬ 
selves.  Organizers  simply  could  not  find 
enough  hosts.  With  virtually  every  hotel 
room  in  the  city  filled,  some  visitors  may 
have  to  be  creative  to  find  a  bed  for  the 


the  first  Gay  Games  in  1982.  Fired  as  Van¬ 
couver’s  national  women’s  volleyball  coach 
because  she  was  a  lesbian,  she  found  a  new 
outlook  on  sports  at  the  games.  “For  me,  to 
come  out  of  the  straight  sports  world  which 
had  just  walked  all  over  me,  and  then  to  see 
the  Games  was  exhilarating.  First  I  was 
shafted  for  my  sexuality,  then  I  found  a 
whole  city  celebrating  it.” 

The  Gay  Games  came  face  to  face  with 
homophobia  soon  after  getting  started. 
Originally  called  the  Gay  Olympics,  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee  sought,  and  received, 
an  injunction  stopping  the  organizers  from 
using  the  word  “Olympics”  just  two  weeks 
before  opening  ceremonies.  Thousands  of 
souvenirs  and  other  materials  were  thrown 
into  the  scrap  heap  as  organizers  were 
forced  to  change  names  at  the  last  minute. 
The  U.S.  Olympic  Committee  has  yet  to 
change  its  position. 

“This  is  about  gays  and  lesbians  coming 
out  and  being  part  of  the  community  and 
being  respected  as  such,”  says  Baxter,  a 
Celebration  ’90  director.  Openly  gay 
member  of  Canadian  Parliament  Svend 
Robinson  has  said,  “Gay  Games  III  and 
Cultural  Festival  will  help  to  break  down 


A  smile  or  a  grimace?  Taking  it  to  the  mat  at  Gay  Games  II. 


Crossing  the  finish  line  at  Gay  Games  II,  1986 


some  barriers  between  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  and  others  in  our  country.” 

Local  political  support  is  strong.  Van¬ 
couver  Mayor  Gordon  Campbell  has  been 
joined  by  the  Vancouver  City  Council  in 
welcoming  Celebration  ’90  participants. 
Former  Canadian  Prime  Minister  John 
Turner  sits  on  the  Celebration  ’90  Advisory 
Board.  The  British  Columbia  Transit 
Authority  has  donated  free  public  transpor¬ 
tation  for  registered  athletes. 

Last  fall  some  local  right-wing  fundamen¬ 
talists  began  organizing  against  the  Games. 
But  support  has  been  so  strong,  Gay  Games 
organizers  haven’t  seen  any  opposition  in 
some  time.  “Their  extreme  pronouncements 
and  disregard  for  civil  rights  have  moved  a 
large  group  of  non-gay  Vancouver  people 
into  openly  supporting  the  Games,”  ex¬ 
plains  spokesperson  Barry  McDell. 

Financial  and  volunteer  support  have 
poured  in  over  the  past  few  months.  Major 
corporate  sponsors  include  Delta  Airlines, 
Air  Canada,  Gatorade  and  Molson’s.  Over 
3,000  volunteers  will  be  hard  at  work  during 
the  week,  helping  with  officiating,  directing 
traffic,  giving  massages  and  medical 
assistance  and  providing  assistance 
wherever  needed.  “We’ve  had  a  great 
response  from  Vancouver;  everyone’s  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  it,”  says  Temple. 

Vancouver  will  be  transformed  during  the 
Games.  Opening  and  closing  ceremonies 
will  take  place  in  the  domed  65,000-seat 
B.C.  Place  Stadium.  The  stadium  is  Van¬ 
couver’s  main  athletic  facility  and  home  of 


week. 

For  spectators,  most  of  the  sporting 
events  are  free  or  at  minimal  cost.  Opening 
and  closing  ceremonies,  with  ticket  prices 
ranging  from  $11.00  to  $22.00,  will  include 
all  athletes  parading  into  the  stadium  under 
elaborate  banners  and  festive  regalia.  Only 
the  physique  contest,  with  tickets  costing  up 
to  $50.00,  has  a  high  price  tag.  Even  at  the 
Gay  Games,  beefcake  costs. 

Whether  going  as  a  spectator,  competitor 
or  performer,  Celebration  ’90:  Gay  Games 
III  and  Cultural  Festival  will  have 
something  to  offer  anyone  who  attends.  Jeff 
Baker,  catcher  on  the  San  Francisco  Quakes 
softball  team,  sums  up  the  overriding  spirit 
of  the  Games.  “I’ve  just  started 
competing,”  he  said.  “We’re  not  going  to 
win;  but  that’s  okay.  I’m  just  going  to  do 
my  best  and  have  a  lot  of  fun.”  □ 


WHERE,  OH  WHERE? 

While  grapevine  rumors  indicate 
that  the  1994  Gay  Games  will  take 
place  either  in  the  Big  Apple  or  a 
city  on  the  Kangaroo  Continent,  the 
announcement  won't  officially  be 
made  until  the  closing  ceremonies  at 
Gay  Games  III  in  Vancouver.  We'll 
include  the  location  of  Gay  Games 
IV  in  GCN's  upcoming  roundup  of 
the  Vancouver  festivities. 


1990  Team  Boston  Coed  Ice  Hockey 


JOCKS  GALORE 

The  following  list  of  Gay  Games  III  athletic  events 
reflects  a  wide  diversity  of  sporting  activities.  It  is  this 
diversity  that  ensures  Gay  Games  III  the  distinction  of 
being  the  largest  and  most  varied  sporting  event  to  be 
held  anywhere  in  the  world  this  year. 


•  BASKETBALL  •  BOWLING  •  VOLLEYBALL  •  SOCCER 
TRIATHALON  •  CYCLING  •  WRESTLING  •  POWERLIFTING 
BILLIARDS  RACQUETBALL  •  TENNIS  •  GOLF  •  WATER  POLO 
SWIMMING  •  DIVING  •  TRACK  AND  FIELD  • 
SOFTBALL/WOMEN'S  FASTPITCH  MARATHON  •  PHYSIQUE 
TOUCH  FOOTBALL  •  SQUASH  BADMINTON  •  MARTIAL  ARTS  • 
EQUESTRIAN  CROQUET  •  DARTS  •  RACE  WALKING  •  10K 
PHYSICALLY  CHALLENGED  RACE  •  ICE  HOCKEY  (EXHIBITION) 


TEAM  BOSTON 

All  revved  up  and  ready  to  go 


B-O-S-T-O-N,  Too  hot,  Too  hot! 

his  chant  is  likely  to  be  heard  loud  and 
clear  when  230  Boston  athletes  march 
into  the  Opening  Ceremonies  of  Gay 
Games  III,  August  4,  1990  in  Vancouver. 
This  is  twice  the  number  of  Boston  par¬ 
ticipants  who  went  to  San  Francisco  in  1986 
for  Gay  Games  II.  The  team  consists  of  a 
larger  percentage  of  women  in  1990  than  in 
the  previous  Games.  The  team  is  about 
equally  represented  by  men  and  women, 
.with  women  competing  in  soccer,  volleyball, 
basketball  and  swimming  for  the  first  time. 

The  uniforms  chosen  by  Team  Boston  are 
rumored  to  be  less  preppie  than  the  white 
cardigans  and  blue  sweats  worn  by  the  1986 
team.  (“Everyone  knew  we  were  from 
Boston  ’cause  we  looked  like  Harvard  prep¬ 
pies.”)  Team  Boston  will  be  outfitted  in 
pink  T-shirts,  black  sweats  and  black  car¬ 
digans  (when  the  cardigans  are  buttoned, 
the  T-shirts  are  going  to  look  like  pink 
triangles). 

Over  40  men  and  women  from  Boston  will 
be  competing  in  volleyball  with  at  least  six 
teams  from  the  area.  Each  team  has  a  dif¬ 
ferent  strategy,  according  to  a  Boston  Arts 
and  Athletics  Committee  [the  local  Gay 
Games  organizing  group]  Newsletter,  which 
states,  “Some  teams  are  practicing  every 
Sunday  evening  while  others  are  not  prac¬ 
ticing  at  all.” 

The  Boston  Strikers  men’s  soccer  team 
has  been  /practicing  since  the  beginning  of 
April  at  the  MIT  athletic  fields.  They  have 
joined  a  league  and  have  a  great  mix  of  skill 
levels  ranging  from  novice  to  experienced 
players. 

Team  Boston  Hockey  consists  of  eight 
men  and  seven  women.  According  to 
their  coach,  John  Callahan,  “There  are  no 
slapshots  and  no  checks  allowed  in  the  Gay 
Games  so  it  won’t  be  ‘knock  down,  punch 
them  and  bloody  their  nose’  like  the  regular 
NHL-type  stuff.”  There  will  be  an  emphasis 


on  skating. 

The  hockey  team  has  been  together  since 
March.  Maria,  their  goalie,  played  hockey 
at  Colgate  College.  Another  teammate, 
Paula,  missed  the  U.S.  Olympic  Loge  Team 
by  .02  sec.  There  will  be  a  total  of  eight 
teams  playing  ice  hockey  at  Gay  Games  III, 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Seattle, 
Edmonton,  Saskatoon  and  two  from  Van¬ 
couver. 

There  will  be  three  softball  teams  from 
Boston  —  women’s  fast  pitch,  men’s  slow 
pitch  and  co-ed  slow  pitch.  This  is  the  first 
time  there  will  be  a  co-ed  division  in  the  Gay 
Games. 

Over  25  Beantown  Bowlers  are  going  to 
Vancouver.  According  to  Toby  Pino,  coor¬ 
dinator  of  Bowling,  scoring  on  the  lanes 
won’t  be  the  only  “scoring”  these  guys  will 
be  doing.  The  team  has  planned  a  lot  of 
sightseeing  down  the  West  Coast  to  San 
Francisco.  “The  best  trophy  or  medal  is  not 
something  that  will  sit  on  your  shelf,  rather 
it  is  the  friends  you’ll  meet  and  keep  in  touch 
with  for  a  lifetime,”  he  says. 

Another  bowler,  John  Fowler  says  he’ll 
be  cheering  the  teams  onto  victory. 
“[I’ll  support]  anybody  that’s  Boston,  especial¬ 
ly  bowling,  hockey,  and  softball.  We’ll  be  in 
pink  polos  and  black  shorts  and  will  have  ban¬ 
ners,  flags  and  pom  poms.”  John  offers 
some  advice  to  those  not  going  to  Gay 
Games  III.  “Save  up  for  four  years,  ’cause 
it’s  worth  every  penny  of  it.  It  makes  me  sad 
that  others  can’t  go  because  they  have  to 
work  or  don’t  have  the  money.” 

Team  Boston  is  also  comprised  of  in¬ 
dividuals  competing  in  most  of  the  other 
sports  featured  in  the  Gay  Games  III  roster 
(see  box). 

A  welcome  home  party  is  being  planned 
back  in  Boston  for  September  and  meetings 
are  already  scheduled  to  begin  planning  an 
organization  to  start  preparations  for  Gay 
Games  IV.  □ 


OFF  THE  FIELD  AND  ONTO  THE  STAGE 

The  Celebration  '90  Cultural  Festival  means  that  the  Gay 
Games  aren't  just  for  iocks  any  more 


At  First  glance,  the  combination  of 
sporting  and  cultural  activities  as  part 
of  one  international  event  may  sound 
unlikely.  (Imagine,  if  you  can,  a  Literary 
Festival  as  part  of  the  World  Series.)  It  is 
unique,  but  then  again,  so  is  our  communi¬ 
ty- 

The  two  concepts  came  together,  at  least 
in  part,  as  a  means  of  enabling  Gay  Games 
III  to  gain  tax  exempt  status.  Athletic 
organizations  are  not  considered  “chari¬ 
table”  while  arts  organizations  are.  But 
upon  closer  examination,  the  athletic  and 
artistic  events  share  a  common  purpose  of 
celebration  of  all  the  wonderful  aspects  of 
who  we  are.  Celebration  ’90  will  provide  a 
stage  on  which  to  express  gay-positive  im¬ 
ages. 

Two  Boston  area  artists,  Jeff  Pike  and 
Jim  Vetter,  are  on  their  way  to  Vancouver  to 
perform.  Both  view  Gay  Games  III  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  push  themselves  artistically  in 
much  the  same  way  as  competing  in  the 
athletic  events.  “The  theme  of  Gay  Games  is 
to  do  the  best  you  can  and  that’s  what  we’ll 
all  be  doing,”  according  to  Pike. 

Jim  Vetter  read  a  tiny  notice  two  years  ago 
calling  for  scripts  for  the  Gay  Games  III 
Cultural  Festival.  Jim  responded  and 
became  one  of  three  playwrights  to  be 
chosen  from  the  46  theatrical  applications 
submitted  to  Celebration  ’90.  Vetter’s  one- 
person  performance  piece.  The  Lonely 
Romantic,  combines  theater,  comedy,  mime, 
magic  and  dance  techniques  and  will  be  per¬ 
formed  11  times  during  the  seven-day 
Celebration. 

Unlike  Pike,  Vetter  is  not  an  athlete. 
“Athletics  were  a  horror  for  me  when  I  was 
in  high  school  because  of  the  machismo  and 
competitiveness  of  it  all.  After  I  came  out 
and  played  on  the  Dignity  volleyball  team,  it 
was  a  revelation  to  me  when  I  found  out  that 
sports  could  be  fun  and  not  just  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  everyone  else  look  bad.” 

Vetter  was  thrilled  when  he  received  word 
that  his  application  had  been  accepted.  “Gay 
Games  III  is  a  great  opportunity  for  me  to 
reach  out  to  receptive  audiences,”  he  says. 
“I  am  particularly  excited  by  the  interna¬ 
tional  aspects  of  the  festival  and  about  shar¬ 


ing  the  stage  with  an  Australian 
playwright.”  When  Vetter  is  not  perform¬ 
ing,  he  says  he  will  be  watching  the  Games, 
exploring  Vancouver  and  meeting  people 
from  around  the  world. 

Jeff  Pike  is  expressing  himself  both  on  the 
field  and  on  stage.  Pike  played  volleyball 
and  won  a  bronze  metal  in  swimming 
(50-meter  breast  stroke)  in  Gay  Games  II. 
As  Team  Boston  Captain  for  the  second 
time,  he  will  be  competing  in  swimming  and 
soccer  in  Gay  Games  III,  as  well  as  perform¬ 
ing  a  modern  dance,  “Light  From  A  New 
Torch”  in  the  Cultural  Festival.  When  he’s 
not  on  the  stage  or  field,  Pike  hopes  to  relax 
and  socialize  more  than  he  did  as  team 
leader  in  Gay  Games  II. 

Pike  reflects  that  the  experience  he  had  in 
the  1986  games  brought  together  many 
aspects  of  his  life.  He  played  sports  in  high 
school,  but  when  he  came  out  at  the  age  of 
20,  Pike  was  burned  by  competition  and 
took  up  dance.  “I  started  dancing  when  I 
came  out  because  everyone  knew  it  was  okay 
for  a  guy  to  dance  if  he  was  gay.”  Pike  sees 
the  Gay  Games  as  a  great  medium  through 
which  the  myths  that  feed  homophobia  can 
be  confronted  directly.  He  adds,  “It’s  not 
just  straight  homophobia  but  within  our 
own  community  as  well.”  Jim  Vetter  agrees, 
saying,  “We  must  reclaim  images  of 
ourselves.”  The  Games  provide  such  an  op¬ 
portunity  by  providing  a  different  context 
for  competition  and  cultural  expression. 

But  for  all  the  talk  of  “inclusion,”  this 
philosophy  has  not  fully  penetrated  the 
cultural  side  of  the  Games.  Unlike  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  accepting  all  athletes  into  the  com¬ 
petition  regardless  of  their  levels  and 
abilities,  the  cultural  side  of  the  event  has 
not  demonstrated  the  same  openness.  Twen¬ 
ty  Boston  artists  sent  in  proposals  yet  only 
two  got  chosen.  For  instance,  the  United 
Fruit  Company  was  turned  down  because 
they  were  too  radical.  One  person  in  Van¬ 
couver  made  that  decision.  Many  other  acts 
were  not  included,  partly  due  to  money  and 
partly  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the 
organization  is  still  sports-oriented.  In  Gay 
Games  II,  the  arts  didn’t  get  any  advance 
publicity.  “They  are  getting  more  this 


time,”  according  to  Jeff  Pike.  He  con¬ 
cludes,  “It’s  easy  to  get  frustrated  but  it’s  a 
start.”  Efforts  to  organize  a  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Cultural  Festival  for  1993  or  1994  have 
been  spurred  on  by  the  shortcomings. 

Carol  White  of  Denver  took  the  initiative 
in  organizing  a  Celebration  ’90  Festival 
Chorus.  Under  her  leadership  and  direc¬ 
tion  no  auditions  were  held  and  all  ap¬ 
plications  were  accepted.  Participants  have 
been  sent  rehearsal  tapes  and  music  to  learn 
before  their  arrival  in  Vancouver.  The 
chorus  will  sing  at  the  Opening  and  Closing 
Ceremonies  as  well  as  at  their  own  festival 
concert. 

Already,  Carol’s  musical  dream  has  had  a 
positive  spin-off  in  the  international  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  A  group  of  singers  in 
Paris  has  formed  France’s  first  gay  chorus 
and  16  members  are  planning  to  be  in  Van¬ 
couver  this  summer.  □ 


CULTURAL 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The  following  are  some  ofthe 
dozens  of  events  that  will 
be  port  of  the  Celebration 
'90  Cultural  Festival: 

•  ARTCELEBRATION  '90,  JURIED 
EXHIBITION  OF  VISUAL  ARTS. 

•  WORDS  WITHOUT  BORDERS 

LITERARY  FESTIVAL 
•  BEYOND  THE  RAINBOW, 

A  CONCERT  BY  LESBIAN 
&  GAY  BANDS  OF  AMERICA. 

•  OUT  ON  SCREEN,  LESBIAN 
AND  GAY  FILM  FESTIVAL 

•  GAYLA\  CELEBRATION 
OF  WOMEN'S  CULTURE. 

•  DANCELEBRATION,  AN 
EVENING  OF  DANCE. 


Jim  Vetter  will  be  performing 
"The  Lonely  Romance"  as  part  of 
the  Gay  Games  III  Cultural 
Festival.  In  the  one-person  piece, 
Vetter  plays  a  sensitive  young 
man  who  reluctantly  leaves  his 
protective  shell  in  search  of  his 
gay  identity.  The  play  explores 
fragile  dreams,  secret  yearnings, 
new  hopes  and  captures  the 
spirit,  imagination  and  pride  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  as  well  as 
the  heart  of  anyone  who  has  ever 
felt  lonely  or  different  or  afraid  of 
being  in  love. 


Videos 


Continued  from  back  page 
York  Stock  Exchange  for  the  first  time  in 
history,  and  led  to  Burroughs  Wellcome’s 
reduction  of  the  price  of  AZT  by  about  20 
percent.  By  the  time  the  pharmaceutical 
firm  Lyphomed  was  targeted  in  the  fall  of 
1989  for  its  failure  to  provide  affordable 
aerosolized  pentamidine  for  PCP  patients, 
ACT  UP  members  were  proclaiming  the 
profoundly  radical  nature  of  their  objec¬ 
tives.  As  one  activist  puts  it  in  the  video, 
“We’re  challenging  the  whole  structure  of 
health  care  in  the  United  States:”  AIDS  is 
merely  the  most  visible  manifestation  of  the 
fundamental  failure  of  that  structure. 

Voices  from  the  Front  comes  most  alive  as 
it  chronicles  the  evolution  of  the  direct  ac¬ 
tion  movement,  and  this  makes  sense,  as  this 
is  precisely  what  the  TTL  collective  intitially 
set  out  to  do.  Formed  in  1987  almost 
simultaneously  with  ACT  UP/New  York, 
with  which  it  immediately  became  affiliated, 
TTL’s  first  project  was  to  produce  a  short 
“pilot”  tape  of  ACT  UP’s  first  two  demos 
with  the  hope  of  selling  to  Public  Television 
an  idea  for  a  full-length  documentary. 
Quickly  convinced  of  the  need  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  dissemination  of  information  on 
AIDS,  the  collective  set  aside  network 
broadcast  plans  in  favor  of  more  direct 
distribution,  and  began  screening  daily 
reports  on  AIDS  activism  on  community 

T. V.  and  at  various  community  venues  in 
New  York.  In  October  1987,  TTL  produced 
its  first  documentary  —  called  Testing  the 
Limits  —  which  chronicled  grass-roots 
response  to  the  government’s  failure  to  deal 
adequately  with  the  epidemic. 

Voices  from  the  Front  was  orignially  con¬ 
ceived  as  a  sequel  to  Testing  the  Limits,  and 
it  is,  insofar  as  it  depicts  the  development  of 
AIDS  activism  since  1987.  But  in  charting 
that  development,  it  also  goes  beyond  AIDS 
activism,  perse.  As  it  depicts  predominantly 
white  gay  AIDS  activists  coming  to  the 
realization  that  the  AIDS  crisis  is  only  a 
symptom  of  the  basic  inadequacies  of  the 

U. S.  health  care  system,  Voices  chronicles 
the  coalition-building  among  middle-class 
white  gay  men,  gay  and  straight  people  of 
color,  and  poor  people  that  has  begun  to 
characterize  the  movement.  The  video  ex¬ 
plicitly  addresses  the  racial  and 
socioeconomic  dimensions  of  the  health 
care  crisis  as  it  documents  the  activism  of 
Latino  and  African-American  people  in  the 
severely  underserved  regions  of  New  York 
City  above  96th  street.  Insisting  that  “health 
care  is  a  right,  not  a  privilege,”  the  move¬ 
ment  documented  in  Voices  from  the  Front 
transcends  the  limits  of  AIDS  activism 
itself,  and  represents  a  much  more  radical 
demand  than  was  first  articulated  at  the 
founding  of  ACT  UP  in  1987.  As  film  com¬ 
mentator  and  activist  Vito  Russo  says  near 
the  end  of  the  tape,  “We’re  going  to  fun¬ 
damentally  change  the  health  care  system  in 
this  country,  with  [AIDS]  as  a  catalyst. 
That’s  going  to  happen.  I  don’t  think  it’s 
stoppable  now.” 

By  the  way,  I  only  know  that  it’s  Vito 
Russo  who  says  this  because  of  his 
recognizability  as  a  figure  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  The  review  version  of  Voices  that  I 
saw  gave  no  identifications  for  the  people 
featured  in  the  tape,  though  David  Meieran 
assured  me  that  the  version  shown  at  the 
MFA  will.  There  is  something  very  forceful, 
though,  in  the  anonymity  of  the  speakers  in 
the  rough  cut  of  the  tape.  The  whole  point 
of  grassroots  activism  is  that  collective  pur¬ 
pose  outweighs  individual  personality,  and, 
though  we  know  that  there  have  been  power 
struggles  even  in  ACT  UP  chapters  — 
notably  ACT  UP/New  York  —  the  relative¬ 
ly  spontaneous  and  democratic  nature  of  the 
activism  is  what  best  characterizes  today’s 
movement.  In  the  urgent,  but  never  haphaz¬ 
ard,  quality  of  Voices  from  the  Front,  the 
power  of  this  spontaneity  is  made  clear. 

The  significance  of  micro-level,  people- 
oriented  action  against  AIDS  is 
demonstrated  as  well  in  D.H.P.G.  Mon 
Amour,  the  short  documentary  by  Carl 
Michael  George  that  will  precede  Wednes¬ 
day’s  screening  of  Voices  from  the  Front. 
The  title  is  inspired  by  the  French  classic 
Hiroshima,  Mon  Amour,  by  Alain  Resnais 
and  Marguerite  Duras,  and  like  that  film, 
this  short  can  be  characterized  as  a  reflec¬ 
tion  on  life  during  wartime.  The  battle  it 
depicts  is  both  personal  and  political  —  the 
fight  by  an  HIV-infected  gay  couple  to  gain 
access  to  the  drug  D.H.P.G.,  or  Gan- 
cyclovir,  for  treatment  of  the  cytomegalo¬ 
virus  from  which  one  of  them  suffers. 

D.H.P.G.  Afon/lmowrisahighlymoving 
piece  of  guerilla  filmmaking  that  straight¬ 
forwardly  presents  David  Conover  and  Joe 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


FOREX- 


ceptiona 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Caracas . $165  OW 

Guatemala  City. . $240  OW 

San  Jose  (C.R.) . $288  OW 

Belize . $275  OW 

London . $199  OW 

Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 


All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to  availabili¬ 
ty,  tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARN  A,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


The  law  Offices  of 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
BARBARA  MACY 
THERESE  A.  YOUNG 

Boston  (617)  266-0760 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hdppne 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 
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P  MANN  HUNT  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 

^  TALKE  LIVE  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 

^ ''  *'*  H  -  '  "* 

MATCH  -  For  the  men  of  your  choice 

-  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

-  Messages  other  callers 

'  have  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

' 

HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


fo  that  meaningful  Relationship 


Voice  Mail  Box  1-900-820-8017 
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Walsh  infusing  David  with  the  drug  at  home 

—  against  the  conventional  wisdom  es¬ 
poused  by  their  doctors  —  and  encouraging 
other  PWAs  to  become  active  in  their  own 
health  care.  The  poignant,  home-movie 
quality  of  the  film  is  furthered  by  the  fact 
that  the  soundtrack  was  completed  three 
months  after  filming,  during  which  time 
David  lost  his  sight  from  CMV-related 
retinitis.  As  the  voice-over  explains,  the 
couple  believed  that  David  might  not  have 
lost  his  sight  had  he  been  given  access  to 
D.H.P.G.  sooner,  and  they  continued  with 
the  treatments  in  the  firm  belief  that  they 
were  keeping  him  alive.  It  is  this  determina¬ 
tion  to  be  active  participants  in  the  battle 
against  HIV  that  these  two  men  hoped  to 
further  through  their  appearance  on  film  — 
and  it  renders  their  own  efforts  as  a  most 
urgent  AIDS  activism  —  of  the  sort  that  the 
MFA  is  so  admirably  bringing  to  light.  □ 

South  End 

Continued  from  page  3 

straight  South  End  residents  and  outsiders. 
And  while  some  of  these  gay  men  (and  les¬ 
bians)  may  have  bought  buildings  or  condos 

—  most  rented  apartments  —  they  are  not 
responsible  for  the  gentrification  which  is 
displacing  some  of  the  less  expensive  hous¬ 
ing  and  rental  units. 

Gentrification  does  not  happen  because 
gay  men  decide  to  “take  over”  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  but  because  business-minded  city 
planners,  banks  and  developers  decide  that 
a  certain  selection  of  real  estate  is  a  good 
business  investment.  And  the  bulk  of  people 
who  “buy”  into  this  are  heterosexuals.  A 
walk  along  lower  Tremont  Street  —  near  the 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  —  on  a -sunny 
Sunday  afternoon  shows  that  there  are 
many  more  white,  middle-class,  and  upper- 
middle  class  heterosexuals  who  have  moved 
into  the  South  End  than  there  are  homo¬ 
sexuals.  The  problem  is  that  visible 
heterosexuals  are  so  accepted  that  they  are 
in  fact  invisible  —  and  visible  homosexuals, 
many  times  in  (gasp)  couples,  loom  larger 
than  their  numbers.  The  gentrification  that 
has  occurred  in  the  South  End  —  which,  like 
a  great  deal  of  all  urban  development,  has 
displaced  some  people  —  has  been  done  by 
white,  middle-class  straight  men.  To  blame 
it  on  “the  gay  community”  is  a  lie. 

But  what  causes  this  lie  and  why  is  it  so 
prevalent,  and  so  believed?  The  bottom  line 
is  that,  except  for  gay  people,  no  one  —  not 
most  straight  people,  not  the  popular 
media,  not  the  Globe  —  is  interested  in  hear¬ 
ing  about  homophobia  or  queer  bashing. 
Last  week  the  Globe  ran  four  separate  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  (NEA)  funding  scandal  and  not  one 
mentioned  that  three  out  of  the  four  artists 
denied  money  were  lesbian  and  gay. 
Homophobia  and  anti-gay  sentiments  are 
just  not  taken  seriously  by  the  culture  at 
large.  It  is  easy  to  dismiss  the  hate  rantings 
of  an  Andrew  Dice  Clay  as  cheap,  offensive, 
commercialism  or  ascribe  the  anti-gay 
rhetoric  of  a  William  F.  Buckley  to  right- 
wing  religious  mania,  but  most  people  have 
a  harder  time  ignoring  or  excusing  violent 
physical  attacks  (and  the  July  14  stabbings 
were  so  severe  as  to  be  murderous  in  intent). 
So  now,  in  the  case  of  the  South  End 
bashings,  the  issue  is  being  framed  not  as 
“homophobia”  but  as  “class  and  race  con¬ 
flict.” 

This  is  not  something  new.  In  the  ’70s 
during  the  height  of  the  busing  crisis  in 
Boston  it  became  fashionable  (and  still  is  to 
a  large  degree  today,  especially  among  the 
more  conservative  newspaper  columnists 
like  Mike  Barnicle)to  sidestep  the  issue  of 
racism  by  focusing  on  what  was  described  as 
anti-working  class  prejudice  aimed  at  the 
poor  white  populations  of  Charlestown  and 
South  Boston.  And  it  is  not  as  though  such 
prejudice  did  not  manifest  itself  or  that 
there  are  not  economic  and  housing  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  South  End.  But  the  problem 
arises  when  class  is  used  to  avoid  dealing 
with  the  issues  of  racism  and  homophobia. 

Perhaps  even  more  similar  to  the  way  the 
mainstream  media  has  handled  the  South 
End  bashings  is  the  coverage  of  the  Central 
Park  jogger  case  in  the  New  York  press  in 
which  the  hard,  cold  facts  of  violence 
against  women  are  being  obscured.  Erika 
Munk  has  pointed  out  in  the  Village  Voice 
that  all  of  the  reporting  —  most  of  it  by  men 
—  is  more  than  happy  to  describe  the  case  as 
a  reflection  of  Manhattan’s  race  and  class 
antagonisms.  The  fact  that  this  is  —  at  its 
base  —  a  gender  crime  committed  by  a 
group  of  men  against  a  woman,  and  a  crime 
that  happens  constantly  all  over  New  York 
City  (and  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  world) 
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hardly  ever  comes  to  the  fore.  As  with  the 
homophobia  of  the  South  End  queer- 
bashings,  the  woman-hatred  of  rape  is 
avoided  with  easy  political  cant  about  race 
and  class.  And  if  this  weren’t  bad  enough, 
situations  such  as  these  set  up  a  configura¬ 
tion  in  which  the  serious  issues  of  class  and 
race  are  never  discussed  intelligently  or 
fruitfully. 

One  of  the  reasons  that  the  myth  of  the 
rich,  white  gay  man  is  so  prevalent  is  that  it 
is  expressed  by  so  many  groups  for  varying 
reasons.  Mainstream  society  is  more  than 
happy  to  believe  it  because  on  some  level  it 
makes  gay  men  less  threatening,  more  ac¬ 
ceptable.  (And  it  even  has  the  added  benefit 

—  as  in  this  case,  or  as  in  when  gay  men  are 
accused  of  monopolizing  and  manipulating 

—  of  being  able  to  be  turned  around  to  at¬ 
tack  the  very  people  it  was  originally  de¬ 
fending.)  Many  gay  men  —  and  magazines 
like  The  Advocate  —  promote  the  myth 
because  it  does  bring  a  certain  gloss  of 
respectability  with  it.  (Although  as  many 
have  found  out,  it  is  just  as  easy  to  be  queer- 
bashed  no  matter  what  your  class  affect  or 
income  is.)  And  many  times  politically  ac¬ 
tive  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  eager  to  buy 
into  such  simple  stereotypes  because  it  helps 
to  easily  explain  more  profound  political 
differences  within  the  community. 

But  whatever  the  reason,  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  upward  mobility  and  attain¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  a  middle-class  affect  or 
lifestyle  are  not  specific  to  white  gay  men. 
They  are  an  ingrained  aspect  of  popular 
consciousness  —  promoted  by  magazines, 
advertisements,  newspapers,  radio,  films 
and  television  —  and  are  endemic  to  U.S. 
culture.  To  ascribe  them  solely  to  gay  men  is 
not  only  wrong  but  dangerous.  Lesbian 
writer  Karla  Jay  warned  about  this  very 
phenomenon  —  the  packaging  of  the  “gay 
man”  as  economically  superior  and  the  con¬ 
flation  of  social  acceptability  with  liberation 

—  in  the  late  ’70s,  and  I  wrote  about  it  in 
1984  in  Culture  Clash.  This  is  the  same  sort 
of  scapegoat  thinking  —  viewing  a  minority 
as  the  “privileged  other”  —  which  fuels 
anti-semitism. 

All  of  this  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  not 
gay  men  —  and  lesbians  —  who  are  middle- 
class,  monied,  or  have  even  partaken  in  the 
gentrification  of  the  South  End,  as  well  as 
Jamaica  Plain;  but  rather  that  such  activities 
are  a  function  of  class,  not  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  And  even  in  those  cases,  their  numbers 
are  proportionately  very  small  to  the 
amount  of  straight  white  people  doing  the 
same  thing.  If  the  violence  in  the  South  End 
is  part  of  a  class  and  race  war  —  rather  than 
fueled  by  homophobia  —  why  aren’t  more 
heterosexuals  attacked?  Why  aren’t  the 
straight  people  coming  out  of  St.  Cloud  —  a 
restaurant  whose  yuppiness  makes  it  all  too 
conspicuous  in  its  juxtaposition  to  the  rest 
of  the  neighborhood  —  getting  bashed  and 
stabbed?  Why  aren’t  their  expensive  cars 
being  burned? 

The  violence  against  gay  men  in  the  South 
End  is  occurring  because  of  homophobia.  It 
is  a  homophobia  which  is  ignited  because  of 
a  visible  gay  presence  in  the  South  End.  Just 
as  lynching  and  rape  were  and  are  responses 
to  the  perception  that  Black  people  and 
women  have  too  much  power,  queer¬ 
bashing  is  a  response  to  lesbian  and  gay 
visibility:  an  extreme,  and  deadly,  form  of 
social  control.  There  are  real  economic 
problems  in  many  South  End  neighbor¬ 
hoods  but  they  are  not  being  addressed  by 
blaming  their  cause  on  white  gay  men.  There 
is  rampant  racism  in  Boston  and  most  cer¬ 
tainly  racism  in  the  white  gay  and  lesbian 
community  —  but  this  is  not  being  ad¬ 
dressed  by  avoiding  looking  at,  or  distort¬ 
ing,  the  facts.  Or  by  refusing  to  label 
homophobia  for  what  it  actually  is.  □ 

Chicago 

Continued  from  page  I 

Network,  an  AIDS  service  organization  tar¬ 
geting  the  Black  community  in  Chicago, 
portrayed  a  Black  heterosexual  couple  in  an 
erotic  pose.  The  CTA  backed  down  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  of  this  year  after  Kupona  and  the 
ACLU  filed  a  lawsuit,  and  agreed  to  run  the 
ad. 

Lipetz  attributed  the  CTA’s  reluctance  to 
display  explicit  images  to  a  fear  of  public 
backlash.  “It’s  that  ‘public  sensibility,’  ” 
she  said.  She  remarked,  however,  that  she 
thought  AIDS  education  should  take  priori¬ 
ty  over  issues  of  taste,  saying  “whatever 
needs  to  be  done  ought  to  be  done.” 

As  for  the  possibility  that  the  state 
legislature  might  pass  the  anti-gay  bill  in  the 
fall,  Lipetz  said  that  Art  Against  AIDS  was 
prepared  to  file  a  lawsuit  with  the  help  of  the 
ACLU.  “Frankly,”  she  said,  “we  would 
win  [that]  suit.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

COUNTERCULTURE  GWM 

Into  politics,  art,  industrial  dance  moving  to  Boston 
summer  91.  Seek  correspondents  with  similar  interests. 
Clue  me  in!  GCN  Box  397. _ (7) 
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Do  you  measure  up?  Call  REAL  MEN  the  Club  for 
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music,  outdoors,  quiet,  pets,  no  drugs.  Friends  or 
lovers.  GCN  Box  3%. _ (4) 

OPEN  HEART  LESBIAN 

Emotionally  stable  easygoing  lesbian  seeks  same  who  is 
confident  adventurous  pragmatic  whose  internal  energy 
is  harmoniously  balanced  with  having  fun  and  pursuing 
personal  political  growth  whose  life  works  well  but 
wants  to  develop  more  Unafraid  of  personal  political 
struggle  committed  to  women  race  class  labor  and 
education  issues  A  woman  who  has  a  love  of  the  out  of 
doors  who  enjoys  discussions  involving  current  concerns 
Someone  who  is  strong  tender  tolerant  affectionate  ex¬ 
pressive  communicative  contemplative  spiritual.  Write 
GOV  Box  394. _ (4) 

NEWMR  I0TH  YEAR 

NEWMR’s  tenth  year  festival  celebration.  Labor  Day 
Weekend  8/31  thru  9/3.  Echo  Lark  Camp,  Poyntelle, 
PA.  Camping  and  cabins  available.  Concerts,  perfor¬ 
mances,  video,  crafts  area,  workshops,  swimming, 
more.  For  infor  SASE:  NEWMR-GC,  P.O.  Box  217, 
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Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  IT  Y  9-5). _ (6) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  4264469. _ 


Services 


CHILDCARE  -  ROOMMATE 

LF  social  work  student  will  provide  PT  evening  and 
weekend  childcare  in  exchange  for  housing.  Start  end  of 
August.  Call  Sherri  before  August  17th.  (413)  5854754. 

(5) 


DON'T  HAVE  THE  TIME1 

Let  me  cut  your  lawn  or  paint  your  living  room.  7  yrs. 
painting  experience  (interior/exterior)  misc.  contractor. 
Personalized  service.  Call  C.B.  SERVICES  524-7794, 
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□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  _ 
Address „ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Help  Wante 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5. _ (1) 

Planned  Parenthood  League  of  Mass,  is  recruiting 
speakers  with  HIV/AIDS  to  be  part  of  a  comprehensive 
sexuality  education  and  HIV  prevention  program  for 
high  school  students  in  the  Greater  Boston  area. 
Generous  stipend  and  paid  training.  For  further  info  call 
Leah  Camhi  (167)492-0518. _ (7) 

COMPANIONS  UNLIMITED: 

VISIT  THE  ELDERLY  AND  DISABLED 
Companions  Unlimited,  a  social  service  program  of  the 
Women’s  Education  and  Industrial  Union,  needs  men 
and  women  to  help  elderly  and  disabled  people  maintain 
independent  and  active  lives.  Volunteers  visit  clients  at 
home;  go  on  walks  and  to  movies;  read  aloud;  assist 
with  correspondence,  and  most,  often,  just  talk  and 
listen.  Visitors  do  not  do  housework  or  provide  personal 
care.  Visits  can  be  weekly  or  bi-monthly,  day  or  evening. 
Call  Lisa  Rein-Woisin,  or  Carmela  Fuoco  at  536-5651, 
extension  74.  _ (5) 


family  law  Attorney 

legal  Services  Center 

We  are  opening  our  search  for  a  Domestic 
Relations  Attorney.  The  Center  is  a 
clinical  placement  for  Harvard  Law 
School  and  a  neighborhood  law  center. 

This  position  requires  admission  to  a  state 
bar.  Spanish-speaking  ability  and/or  prior 
experience  a  plus.  Excellent  benefits. 
Salary  DOE.  Send  resumes  to:  Victoria 
Read,  Legal  Services  Center,  3529 
Washington  Street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130. 

People  of  color,  gay  men  and  lesbians  encouraged  to 
apply.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


CAMPAIGN  MANAGER  and  other  volunteers  needed 
to  elect  a  progresive  activist  to  the  Maryland  legislature 
from  Montgomery  County’s  District  15.  FT/PT.  Call 
John  Zeh,  202-547-1 196. _ (4) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 

Executive  Director 

As  a  fiscally  sound,  comprehensive  com¬ 
munity  health  center,  we’ve  taken  a 
leadership  role  in  providing  health  care 
for  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities  of 
Boston  and  New  England  since  1971.  Na¬ 
tionally  recognized  for  our  innovative  HIV 
programs  and  research,  we’re  currently 
conducting  a  $2  million  capital  campaign 
for  a  new  facility  that’s  scheduled  to 
open  in  February,  1991. 

To  qualify  for  this  vital  position,  you’ll 
need  at  least  five  years’  senior  level  ex¬ 
perience  in  health  care  administration 
or  the  equivalent,  and  a  background  in 
fiscal  and  personnel  management,  fun¬ 
draising,  community  and  public 
relations,  program  development  and  plan¬ 
ning.  You  must  be  committed  to  working 
with  communities  of  color.  The  successful 
applicant  will  have  a  proven  track  record 
in  team  building  and  coalition  building 
facilitating,  coordinating  and  bringing 
diverse  groups  and  interests  together. 

We  offer  a  competitive  salary,  generous 
benefits  and  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
your  work  make  a  difference.  Send  your 
resume  and  salary  requirements  by  July 
31,  1990  to:  Executive  Director  Search 
Committee,  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115.  FCHC  is  committed  to  equal 
opportunity  employment. 

People  of  color,  women 
and  gay  &  lesbian  candi¬ 
dates  strongly  urged  to 
apply. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 


And  we  are.  We  pro- 
||H  vide  compassionate, 
comprehensive  medi¬ 
cal  and  mental  health 
services,  substance  abuse  treatment 
and  HIV  education  to  area  residents 
and  to  members  of  New  England’s 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Our 
innovative  HIV  Research  and 
Treatment  Programs  are  nationally 
recognized,  and  our  services  are 
highly  respected  by  the  medical 
community.  See  what  a  difference 
your  abilities  make  here: 

Medical  Director 

Full-time  position  for  BC/BE 
Internist  to  oversee  clinical  care  at 
FCHC.  Includes  clinical  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  duties.  Experience 
with  HIV  care  required,  adminis¬ 
trative  experience  preferred. 

Clinic  Manager 

SEARCH  REOPENED.  Full-time 
position  for  BS  in  Nursing,  MBA, 
MPH,  Physician  Assistant  or 
equivalent,  with  3-5  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  health  care  setting,  to 
administer  FCHC’s  Medical 
Department.  Includes  scheduling 
of  clinical  staff,  budget  and  per¬ 
sonnel  management,  negotiation 
of  reimbursement  rates  and 
procedures,  statistical  and  finan¬ 
cial  monitoring,  and  administrative 
supervision  of  4  program  coordi¬ 
nators.  Will  be  a  part  of  our  over¬ 
all  Management  Team. 

HIV  Treatment 
Center  Coordinator 

Full-time  position  for  RN  in  our 
Outpatient  Treatment  Center 
which  provides  ambulatory  care 
for  people  with  HIV  infection.  In¬ 
cludes  supervision  and  scheduling 


of  nursing  staff,  budget  manage¬ 
ment,  physical  assessments,  ad¬ 
ministration  of  aerosolized 
pentamidine  and  infusion  thera¬ 
pies.  Experience  in  these  area  is 
preferred. 

Treatment  Center  Nurse 

Full-time  and  part-time  positions 
for  RN's  in  Outpatient  Treatment 
Center  providing  ambulatory  care 
for  people  with  HIV  infection.  In¬ 
cludes  physical  assessments,  ad¬ 
ministration  of  aerosolized  and 
infusion  therapies.  Experience  in 
these  areas  preferred. 

Laboratory  Supervisor 

Full-time  position  for  person  with 
BS  in  Medical  Technology  and 
ASCP  license  or  equivalent. 
Responsible  for  day-to-day 
technical  and  administrative  func¬ 
tioning  of  an  active,  fully  licensed 
medical  clinic.  Includes  supervi¬ 
sion  of  phlebotomists  and  lab 
technician.  Five  years’  experience 
in  Chemistry  and  Hematology 
preferred. 

Medical  Laboratory 
Technician 

Full-time  position  for  MLT  with 
ASCP  or  equivalent.  Responsible 
for  specimen  collection  and 
processing,  including  phlebotomy 
and  routine  testing.  Experience  in 
Hematology  and  Chemistry 
desired. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries, 
excellent  benefits  and  a  dynamic, 
progressive  environment.  Send 
your  resumes  to  Personnel, 
FCHC,  16  Haviland  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02115.  No  phone 
calls  please.  FCHC  is  committed 
to  equal  opportunity  employment. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommates 


GUARANTEED  ROOMMATE  AD 

FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  426-4469 


E.  Arlington  2LF  and  2  cats  seek  LF/no  pet  for  spacious 
3BR  nr.  T.  No  drugs/smok,  min/alc.  $366-plus. 
643-4009 

_ (6) 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  L/BiF  for  great  3BR  in  Winter  Hill  house. 
Large,  sunny  spaces,  porches,  parking.  We’re  friendly, 
indep.  prof’ls,  like  to  laugh  a  lot,  drug  free,  smokefree, 
petless  (but  cat  welcome).  $300-plus,  avail.  9/1  or 
sooner.  623-5535. _ (5) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Latino  GM  seeks  person  for  small  2br.  apt.  Available 
now.  Rent  $400  includes  heat  (sec.  dep.  req.).  Near  T, 
front  porch,  parking.  No  smoking.  983-0959.  Lv. 
message. _ (5) 

Lesbian  and  her  cat  seek  one  or  two  lesbians  for  2BR  in 
JP.  500/mo  includes  heat,  w/d.  Call  522-3856.  No 
smokers,  please. _ (5) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  open,  spiritually-oriented,  woman  to  share 
2-BR,  lesbian  own/occ.  w/  porch,  W/D,  woodstove, 
garden.  Avail.  9/1.  $400.  incl.  heat.  Call  Su  524-4620.(5) 
2  Lesbian,  1  Bi  Feminist  seek  responsible,  flexible  4th 
who  has  funnybone,  ability  to  live  cooperatively. 
Roomy  Cambridge  apartment  near  Fresh  Pond,  HS 
busline.  Deck,  easy  parking.  No  pets,  smoke,  heavy 
drugs/alcohol.  $400-plus.  354-0748. _ (5) 

A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security,  spaciousness 
of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to  downtown 
Boston  from  convenient  T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male. 
$395  including  utilities.  665-6082. _ (5) 

MELVIL  PARK  OF  DORCHESTER 
2  roomies  need  2  more.  Huge  modern  kitchen  with 
dishwasher,  living  rm,  dining  rm.  Sun  rm,  porch, 
garden,  W/D,  hardwood  floors,  5  mins,  to  T,  street 
parking.  325-plus.  825-2722. _ (5) 

FULL  OR  PART  TIME  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
LF  38  seeks  LF  28-plus  for  Teele  Square  Somerville  2BR 
2  Prch  apt.  Near  Davis  T.  Available  8/15  or  9/1.  $355 
incl.  all.  Lower  rent  for  part  time.  Call  625-1039.  (4) 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

2M  and  2W  seek  GM/LF  to  share  comfortable  apart¬ 
ment  in  Somerville  near  Daivs  Square.  Hardwood 
floors,  two  porches,  backyard,  storage.  Available 
August  first  $290-plus.  666-8358. _ (3) 

5  LFs  looking  for  1  LF  for  3  floor  Allston  household. 
Semi-veg.  Yard,  driveway,  near  green  line  and  bus. 
$230-plus.  Available  immediately.  254-0448. _ (4) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Bi/LF  25-plus  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  in  JP.  Spacious,  sun¬ 
ny,  near  aboretum  and  pond,  conv.  to  T  and  bus.  Artsy, 
political,  semi-veg,  no  smoking,  co-op  home.  Dog  and 
cat,  no  more  pets.  $3 10-plus.  Avail.  9/1.  524-6839.  (4) 

HOME  TO  SHARE 
ROOMMATES  WANTED 

Dorchester  on  T  and  93.  5  bedroom,  3  bath,  2  jacuzzi, 
large  livingroom,  kitchen,  yard,  3  decks,  laundry.  $350 
includes  heat.  Info  825-9362.  Available  7/15/90.  (4) 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Share  2BR,  LR,  Elk,  near  VA 
Hospital,  T  unrestricted  parking,  with  GM  prof/grad, 
intense,  easy-going  intellectual,  classical-DJ,  vegetarian, 
chem-free,  morning-person,  no  pets.  $375-plus, 
524-665  L _ (4) 

FORT  HILL 

2  GM  sk  mature  respon  3rd  to  share  lg  house,  yard, 
deck.  Low  rent  call  Bob  4-8pm  427-3829. _ (5) 

JP  APT. 

2  BR  apt  to  share.  Avail  immed.  $400  ea  plus.  Skylights, 
porches,  piano.  Lesbian  looking  for  same  or  GM.  No 
pets  or  booze.  Chevy  524-6121  ■ _ (4) 

MEDFORD  -  COLLEGE  AVE 

LF  31  seeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  large  apt.  in  house  in 
quiet,  green,  neighborhood  w/  yard,  driveway  &  laun¬ 
dry.  Own  bedroom  &  study  plus  common  space.  No 
smoke/drugs/min.  alcohol.  $425  plus  Vi  heat.  Avail. 
Sept  1st  possibly  earlier.  391-2083. _ (4) 

NORTH  SHORE  -  SALEM 

LF  30-plus  seeks  same  to  share  large  sunny  3BR  apt. 
Prefer  clean,  sober,  professional.  Ideal  if  you  need  of¬ 
fice,  studio  space.  397.50-plus.  Call  Barbara  741-5707. 
_ (5) 

Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  needs  two  UN¬ 
TIDY  roommates  over  23.  August/September  1.  In¬ 
dependent,  responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy. 
Near  three  T  lines!  $240/250  includes  heat.  Leave 
message  739-6566. _ (4) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3F  (2L)  seek  4th  for  friendly,  semi-veg,  semi-coop  pro¬ 
gressive  house  near  T,  Pond  and  Arboretum.  No  pets, 
no  smkng.  $270  per  month  plus  'A  util.  Avail  now. 
522-7466. _ (4) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Female  roomate  wanted  for  spacious,  newly  re-painted 
2br  apt.  Hdwd  floors.  Avail  Aug  1.  Rent  is  237.50-plus 
(sec,  dep.  req.),  524-9047.  Lv.  mess. _ (4) 

2LFs  30s  and  cat  seek  LF  for  nice  apt  Union  Square 
Som.  Quiet,  semi-veg,  no  smoking,  min.  alcohol,  no 
more  pets.  $333  plus  $30  g  &  e.  Aug.  1.776-7909.  (4) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LF’s  plus  cat  seek  F  to  share  spacious  3BR  apt.  near 
pond.  Arboretum  and  t.  No  smokers  or  pets.  Min. 
alcohol.  Avail  8-1.  365-plus.  983-0373. _ (4) 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Sunny  2  BR,  LR  w/  alcove,  DR,  eat-in  kit,  D/D,  W/D  hook¬ 
up,  hdwd  floors,  in  newly  renov.  gay  home.  $900-plus.  Avail. 
9/1 .  Garage  avail.  524-7874, _ (6) 

JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hardwood  floors,  owner  oc¬ 
cupied,  triple  decker,  insulated,  quiet  street,  near  MBTA,  No 
pets  or  smokers,  $850/mo  leave  message  522-0345  avail  Sept  1 . 
_ (5) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Comfortable  4  room  3rd  floor  apartment  with  wood -burning 
stove.  Back  porch  and  yard  on  quiet  street  near  Arborway  and 
Orange  Line.  Lesbian  owned/occupied  prefer  non-smokers. 
$700  plus  utilities.  522-4361.  (7) 

Dorchester  /lower  Mills  Area  —  Histone,  Dtean,  Sunny  7 
room  Duplex,  Excellent  Condition,  Hardwood  floors,  large 
yard,  quiet  area,  pets  okay,  walk  to  T,  $875/month,  298-2797. 
_  (5) 


DORCHESTER,  5rm,  quiet  area,  nr  T  and  xway.  $700  no  ht 
and  util.  265-8693. _ (4) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 
2BR  A IBR 

Near  T,  shops,  wood  floors,  sunny,  L-owned:  2BR,  large  kit¬ 
chen  with  pantry,  $850.  1  BR,  deck,  charm,  $650.  524-351 1.(4) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 
FOR  RENT 

5  rooms,  2  BRs,  modem  kitchen,  roof  deck,  w/d,  near  T, 
garage.  Many  nice  features.  Avail  8/1.  No  fee.  $850.  (508) 
694-1089. _ (4) 

Indescribably  beautiful  1  Bdrm  apt  in  the  trees,  all  new  lesbian 
built  interior,  Dorch  10  blks  to  T/beach,  offst  pkg,  $645  avail 
now,  436-2583. _ (5) 


For  Sale 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! _ 

CALIFORNIA  BAGGIES!! 

Wholesale  prices!!  Unique,  constantly  changing  colors 
and  styles.  Unisex.  Sized  to  fit,  with  pockets,  elastic  top 
and  bottom.  Call  today  for  brochure!(602)  821-0646.  (6) 
MICHIGAN  FESTIVAL  AIRPLANE  TIX 
Two  tix  leaving  Boston  9/15  returning  9/20.  Paid  $210 
each.  Best  offer.  Call  524-4076.  (Also  one  5  day  pass  4 
sale.) _ (4) 


Summer  Rentals 


ROCKPORT  Swimmer’s  paradise.  Secluded  site  on 
private  road.  2-acre  fresh-water  pond  at  doorstep. 
Magnificent  sunsets.  Deck.  3  bedrooms,  2  baths. 
Spacious  livingroom,  dining  area.  Eat-in  kitchen, 
dishwasher,  washer,  dryer.  Available  7/28-8/4,  8/27-94. 
$900/week.  Owner  508-546-7498. _ (4) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keepers^ _ (18.24) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown  har¬ 
bor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
private  bath.  7  Winthrop  Street,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094. _ (5) 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219.  (ex) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1  -800-42-BAGLY  for  info. _  (15.32) 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

_ Very  careful  moveers  641-1234, _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 

242-0772. _ _ _ 06) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. 


Prisoners  I  CD 

Seeking  n  ^ 

Friends 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too’) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N.  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


ON  OUR  BACKS  . 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad- 1 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(ex) _ 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181, _ _ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

AlexanderJJerkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 

V.  / 

Gay /Lesbian  Prisoner  ABUSE 

A  group  concerned  with  the  imprisonment 
of  people  because  of  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  (gay /lesbian)  has  been  formed.  They 
want  information  from  prisoners  and  out¬ 
side  people  which  will  show  human  rights 
abuses  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  and  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS.  (They  are  not  lawyers,  so 
do  not  write  asking  for  legal  aid.  They  are1 
a  group  that  calls  public  attention  to 
abuses  and  need  your  help  &  information.) 
Write:  Paul  Tighe,  Box  1983,  New 
Brunswicl^i^08903^NOW) 

Gay  Prisoners  &  Parole/Halfway  H. 
The  ACLU  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights  Project 
wants  information  on  problems  prisoners;! 
are  having  getting  into  halfway  houses  or 
:tting  parole  BECAUSE  YOU  ARE 
AY.  If  you  are  in  this  situation,  write: 
Geoffrey  Brown,  ACLU-LGRP,  132  W. 
^rd^L^ew^ork^YJOW^^^^^ 

VOTING  Rights. for  Prisoners!; 

A  new  group  is  forming  to  defend > 
prisoners’  constitution  rights,  mainly 
voting  rights,  but  others  too.  This  is  for 
both  prisoners  and  ex-prisoners.  For  more 
information  write:  Universal  Suffrage, 
Box  35.  Alto  GA  30510. 

Prison  BUSINESS! 

New  booklet  on  US  prison  system  as  | 
source  of  cheap  labor  and  on  the  trend  to 
‘private  prisons’.  FREE  to  prisoners  ($2  to  i 
ordinary  citizens).  Send  for  your  copy  of  J 
The  Fortress  Economy,  from:  American 
Friends  Service  Comm.,  1501  Cherry  St, 
Philadelphia  PA  19102. 


1 1  am  28,  and  would  like  to  have  a  penpal.  I  love 
I  animals,  camping,  weightlifting,  and  swimm¬ 
ing.  Nancy  Elaine  LOPEZ,  A915021  (Box  472), 
j  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 

I’m  looking  for  a  Dominant  friend  to  write  to. 

I  I’m  23,  like  to  cook,  sew  and  play  softball.  Also 
I  like  long  walks.  I’m  from  Charleston  SC. 
I  Please  write.  Sala  SAPP,  Box  8540  (379),  Pem- 
1  broke  Pines  FL  3.'*"'“ 


Desperate  transsexual  needs  a  place  to  stay 
when  released  soon.  For  more  info,  please  write 
Gary  ‘Jennifer’  SCHANK,  110811  (M-15),  P.O 
Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 


I’m  34  and  serving  a  life  sentence.  I  feel  pretty 

damn  lost  sometimes  and  would  like  a  friend. 
I’m  not  a  pretty  boy  looking  for  a  sugar  daddy 
to  run  a  game  on,  just  someone  to  talk  to. 
Wesley  JOHNSON,  055448,  Box  1500  (248), 
Cross  City  FL  32628 


I  will  write  to  anybody  that  will  write  to  me. 

Thank  you  for  some  gay  books  to  read.  I  was  a 
disc  jockey  on  a  radio  station  in  Napa,  Califor¬ 
nia.  I’m  into  drag  and  proud  to  be  part  of  the 
gay  community.  My  gay  nickname  is  ‘Josie’. 
Jose  CAVAZOS,  373547,  12-F-24,  PO  Box 
f  4500,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861. 

_ _ C. 


I  Find  it  hard  to  believe  that  the  gay  brothers 
and  sisters  on  the  outside  do  not  want  to  give  a 
little  of  their  time  to  show  some  solidarity  with 
those  of  us  in  prison.  I  realize  that  some  people 
play  games  from  inside,  but  PLEASE  do  not 
classify  us  all  as  the  same!  Some  of  us  are  very 
sincere  and  want  friendship.  Samuel  DUNFEE, 
075517—394,  1150  SW  Afiapattah  Rd,  Indian- 
town  FL  34956. 


Ready  to  fight  for  Prisoners  Rights! 

I  have  startea  a  newsletter  intended  To  be  I 
responsive  to  the  needs  of  Gay  Prisoners,  in  this 
state  and  the  nation.  I  would  like  to  do  press  in¬ 
terviews  and  write  articles  for  other  newspapers 
on  the  discriminatory  practices  that  are  so  com¬ 
mon,  particularly  as  regards  Black  gay  men.  If  I 
you  want  more  information  about  this  effort,) 
write  LaRoy  CURTIS,  AY-8269,  Box  244, 
Graterford  PA  19426. 


PRISONER  RESOURCE  LIST!! 

GCN  has  made  up  a  list  of  free  publica¬ 
tions,  penpal  groups,  legal  resources,  etc/ 
for  prisoners.  Ask  for  one  if  you  like.  (And 
help  us  keep  it  up  to  date  by  letting  u$,  I 
know  if  any  of  tne  addresses  you  write  [ 
have  changed  or  are  out  of  business. 
THANKS! 

I  am  a  gay  native  american  (Seneca)  Indian  and 
have  been  writing  poetry  here  in  prison.  I’m  not 
use  to  being  so  crowded  with  those  I  don’t  care 
about.  I  try  to  keep  time  going  by  doing  poetry. 
I’m  a  loner  looking  for  someone  to  befriend. 
I’m  a  marathon  runner  (8  miles  a  day)  and  col¬ 
lege  (journalism).  Please  consider  being  friends. 
Calvin  TWOGUNS,  88A  2544  (C4-13),  Collins 
CF,  Helmuth  NY  14079. 


HELP!  I  need  someone  in  the  free  world  to 
forward  letters  for  me  so  I  can  stay  in  touch 
with  a  prisoner  friend  who  I  can’t  write  to 
otherwise.  Please  write.  Mike  KAM- 
MERZELL,  161115,  Box  514,  Granite  OK 
1 73547, _ 

I’m  30  and  in  search  of  a  male  companion  to 
share  thoughts,  desires  and  life  with.  Race  and 
age  is  not  important.  I  like  to  dress  in  drag  and 
go  by  ‘Linda’.  Joe  WEATHERS,  385981,  Box 
4500,  Tenn.  Colony  TX  75861. 

I’m  a  weird  A1  Yankovich  look  alike.  I’m  36, 
going  on  26,  look  like  106,  body  healthy  as  a  16 
yr  old,  and  mind  that  sometimes  wanders  to  be¬ 
ing  a  6  yr  old.  I  prefer  older  men,  50  and  up. 
White  hair  turns  me  on!  I’m  a  gerontohphiliac. 
I  can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Charles  PAR- 
RISH,  1600  W.  24th,  Pueblo  CA  81003. 

I  love  your  newspaper  very  much  and  hope  you 

keep  them  coming.  I’m  a  Black  drag  queen  and 
|  interested  in  meeting  someone  for  friendship. 
Please  send  photo  if  you  can.  No  games  please. 
Michael  HOWARD,  188-929,  Box  5500, 

Chillicothe  OH  45601. _ 

Black  haired,  grey  eyed  Irish  gay  male  living 
alone  in  a  tomb  of  stone.  Searching  for  a  friend 
lo  ease  ihe  pain  of  this  hell.  Been  down  for  3, 
gol  2  lo  go.  David  GARRICK,  1195,  2500 
Westgate,  Pendleton  OR  97801. 

Gay  male,  38,  looking  for  a  place  to  live  when 
I’m  released.  Willing  to  work,  share  rent,  cook 
etc.  Willing  to  relocate.  Please  write  if  you  want 
to  know  more  and  become  friends.  Luis 
RODRIGUEZ,  D-06192  W2094L,  Box  600, 

Chino  CA  91708.  _ 

I’m  36  and  studying  business  for  a  BA  at  Shaw 
University  (by  correspondence;  4.0  gpa!)  Am 
interested  in  corresponding  with  anyone  who 
has  a  sense  of  self-worth  and  of  humor  and  who 
knows  how  important  mutual  respect  is  for  a 
friendship.  I’m  a  ‘top’-oriented  person.  Noel 
]  HARREN,  Box  215,  Maury  NC  28554. 

Come  on  guys  and  daddies.  I  seek  a  built,  hung. 
Dominant  top  who  will  spank  me  when  I’m 
bad.  1  need  no  money,  iust  a  home  and  job  sear- 
|ching  help.  I  11  be  loyal.  No  drugs.  Your  photo 
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Boston  ♦  Robert  Mapplethorpe:  The 
Perfect  Moment.  Photography  exhibit.The 
I.C.A.  955  Boylston  St.  Show  to  run  through 
October  4.  By  reserved  tickets  only.  $6,  $5,  $3. 
(pictured  right:  Lisa  Lyon,  1982)  See  below 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note 
that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submis¬ 
sion.  No  phone  calls,  please! 


28  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  The  Dance.  For  all  affected  by 
HIV.  Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St. 
9pm- 1  am.  For  info  236- 1 0 1 2 . 

Dorchester  ♦  Summer  Psychedelic  Shack! 
Celebration  sponsored  by  GALA.  Awards  for 
best  '60s  costumes.  At  Terry  M's.  8pm-2am  . 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY's  I  Oth  Anniversary  Party. 

Westin  Hotel  ballroom,  Copley  Place.  Dinner 
6pm.  Dance  9pm-2am.  $25,  $5.  For  more  info 

523- 7363. 

Provincetown  ♦  GLAD's  8th  Annual 
Provincetown  Gala.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders.  1 1  Commercial  St  5- 
8pm.  $25-$500.  For  info  426- 1 350. 

Boston  ♦  Cuba:  Looking  Toward  The 
Future.  Speakers:  Ricardo  Alarcon  de  Quesada, 
Manuel  Davis,  videos,  slides.  Cuban  style  dinner. 
UMASS.  250  Stuart  St  dinner  5-7pm,  program  7- 
10pm.  Suggested  donation  $5  dinner,  $5  pro¬ 
gram.  For  more  info  492-8699. 

30  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Clean  and  Sober  Dance. 

Sponsored  by  Boston  Sound  Machine.  YWCA. 
140  Clarendon  St  9pm- 1  am.  $5.  For  more  info 
846-9061. 

3 1  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Lawyers  &  Legal 
Workers.  Cocktail  reception  for  Marjorie 
O'neill  Clapprood.  Women's  City  Club.  40 
Beacon  St  6-8pm.  For  more  info  483-3685. 

Boston  ♦  Liturgy  For  All  Those  Affected 
By  AIDS.  All  are  welcome.  Paulist  Center.  5 
Park  St  7:30pm.  For  more  info  742-4460. 

1  August  Wednesday 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women  in  the  Building 
Trades.  Free  introductory  workshop  for  those 
interested.  555  Amory  St  6-8pm.  For  more  info 

524- 3010. 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston.  General 
meeting  to  plan  major  Boston  display.  Boston 
City  Hall,  Piemonte  rm.  7pm. 

Boston  ♦  Robert  Mapplethorpe:  The 
Perfect  Moment.  Photo  exhibit  to  open  and 
run  through  1 0/4.  The  I.CA  955  Boylston  St  $6, 
$5,  $3  By  reserved  ticket  only.  Under  i  8  accom¬ 
panied  by  adult  For  more  info  266-5152. 

2  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  Women's  Community 
Cancer  Project.  Feminists  meet  to  develop 
support  and  services  for  women  with  cancer.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-9pm.  For 
more  info  354-9888. 


Boston  ♦  The  Junkshop  Presents  American 
Buffalo.  A  David  Mamet  play.  A  new  indepen¬ 
dent  theatre  production  company  is  conducting 
events  to  aid  the  South  End's  homeless.  Play  runs 
through  8/25.  New  Ehrlich  Theatre.  539  Tremont 
St  For  more  info  876-8007. 

3  Friday 

Provincetown  ♦  Holly  Near.  Contemporary 
singer/songwriter.  Town  Hall.  260  Commercial 
St  $17.50.  For  info  (508)  349-6874. 

5  Sunday 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Potluck. 
Powderhouse  Park.  Raindate:  8/12.  For  more  info 
628-2532. 

6  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  School/Administrators 
Potluck  Picnic.  6  :30pm.  For  more  info  244- 
5029. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Living  Center.  General 
meeting.  YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St  7:30pm.  For 
more  info  236-1012. 


8  Wednesday 

Somerville  ♦  BL-GRASS:  Bisexual/ 
Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville. 
New  group  forming.  7pm.  For  more  info  628- 
2532. 

9  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  The  NAMES  Project/Boston. 

Quilting  bee.  Arlington  St  Church.  6-9pm.  For 
more  information. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Boston.  With  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network.  Channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke 
and  alcohol-free,  at  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St 
7- 1 0pm  $2  donation.The  third  Saturday  of  the 
month. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support 
Group.  Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care, 
alternate  Saturdays.  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 2:30pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Sunday 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1600  AM.  I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Boston  ♦  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian, 
gay,  and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338 
Newbury  Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave, 
629-25 1 8  or  Frank,  666-89 1 2. 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly 
potluck.  71  Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each 
month.  For  more  info  Lisa  628-2532. 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay 
Parenting  Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sun.  of 
each  month.  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225 
Cabot  St  6:30-8pm.  For  info  593-5252. 


Monday 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to 
others  living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St  7:30-9pm. 
For  info  694-0964. 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A 

support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  oth¬ 
ers  dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7- 
8:30pm.  For  info  (508)755-3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The 

Women's  Center.  7/30  Responding  to 
Harassment  46  Pleasant  St  8- 1 0pm.  For  info 
354-8807. 

Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 

meet  1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  At 
Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8- 1  Opm.  742-7897. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail 
Band  Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  At 
Mass  College  of  Art  Longwood  and  Brookline 
Ave.  7: 1 5pm.  For  info  266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  Call 
for  meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront 
the  AIDS  crisis.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap  7/31 
Gynecological  Problems.  The  Women's  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  For  info  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap  7/3 1 

Social  v.  Intimate  Relationships.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  For  info  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self- 
help  group  for  women  recovering  from  addic¬ 
tions.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  8-9:30pm. 
354-8807. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  Info:  547-2440 
or  508/562-5807. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  Harriet  Tubman  House.  6:30pm.  For  info 
825-2610. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant 
Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-3773. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under, 
meets  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday.  Civic  League  Bldg. 
214  Concord  St  6-7:30pm.  For  info  write  P.O. 
Box  426,  S.Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Medford  ♦  We  the  People  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  Radio  show  on  WMFO  9 1 SFM.  7- 
9am.  Tufts  University  radio. 

Wednesday 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 
chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  wel- 
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come.  Frontier.  19  Pearl  St.  7- 1  Opm.  For  info 
(413)  788-7459. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and 
under.  At  35  Bowdoin  St  New  persons'  meeting 
6pm,  women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45-7:30, 
general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  523-7363  or  1-800- 
42BAGLY. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester 
Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay 
and  bisexual  youth  21  and  under.  Meets  1st  and 
third  Wednesday  of  month  at  United 
Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who 
are  in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed 
meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Say  it,  Sister!  News  Radio 
Show  on  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  8-9pm. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child 
care,  wheelchair  accessible..  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Thursday 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.. 
The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury  St  6:30- 
8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Northampton  «  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets 
1st,  3rd  Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St  7:30pm.  (413)  527- 
5310. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

drop-in  group  for  women  who  have  been  raped. 
492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings 
2nd  Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202. 
338  Newbury  St  For  info  492-4639. 

Dorchester  ♦  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns 
Committee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd 
Thurs.  of  each  month.  At  Union  Office.  5 
Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30pm.  For  info  282- 
2509. 

Friday 

Boston  ♦  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate 
outside  Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the 
Palestinian  right  to  statehood.  Statler  Bldg.  Near 
Arlington  St  Station.  I  st  Friday  of  every  month. 
1 2:30- 1 :30pm.  For  info  723-6327. 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  Watertown.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Brookline  ♦  ''Swingtime.''  Lesbian,gay 
bisexual  swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of 
the  month.  185  Corey  Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info 
661-1792. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  7/27  The  Bear.  140 
Clarendon  St  7pm.  free.  For  info  236- 101 2. 

Boston  6  Film/Video  Series.  Screenings  with 
discussion.  7/27  *What  if  I'm  Gay?*  8/3  Kiss  of  the 
Spider  Woman.  8/10  JuliaThe  Center.  338 
Newbury  St  8pm.  For  info  247-2927 


Hindsights 


Videos  from  the 
front  lines 


DHPG  Mon  Amour  and  Voices  from  the  Front  are 
important  documentations  of  collective  and  individual 

responses  to  AIDS 


Image  from  ‘Voices  from  the  Front’ 


Voices  from  the  Front  and  D.H.P.G.  Mon 
Amour  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Wednesday, 
August  1 , 8  p.m.  Part  of  the  MFA  series,  “AIDS  Ac¬ 
tivism  on  Film  and  Videotape" 

By  Phil  Harper 

There  are  at  least  two  reasons  that  the 
efforts  of  the  Testing  the  Limits  Video 
Collective  have  to  be  considered  as 
work  in  progress.  The  first,  relatively  mun¬ 
dane  reason  is  that  Voices  from  the  Front  — 
the  new  videotape  that  is  going  to  be 
screened  this  week  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  (MFA)  in  Boston  —  is  literally  un¬ 
finished.  Collective  member  David  Meieran 
calls  Wednesday’s  event  a  “pre-preview 
screening  of  a  near-completed  work  in 
progress.”  The  second,  more  compelling 
reason  is  that  the  mission  of  Testing  the 
Limits  (TTL)  is  to  document  grassroots 
political  activism  in  response  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic  —  work  that  is  by  definition  ongo¬ 
ing,  as  the  health  care  crisis  that  AIDS 
represents  is  far  from  over.  These  two  fac¬ 
tors,  as  disorienting  as  they  might  be,  ac¬ 
tually  contribute  to  the  power  of  Voices 
from  the  Front,  infusing  it  with  the  urgency 
that  characterizes  so  much  AIDS  activism  as 
the  epidemic  presses  into  the  ’90s. 

Not  that  it  doesn’t  take  a  while  for  the 
tape  to  develop  a  tone  of  political  engage¬ 
ment.  Even  in  the  abbreviated  rough  cut 
that  I  saw  (an  “in-progress”  version  much 
shorter  than  the  one  that  will  be  screened  at 
the  MFA)  the  opening  segment  —  clips  of 
interviews  with  and  speeches  by  PWAs  — 
seemed  to  drag.  It’s  clear  that  the 
videomakers  have  attempted  to  break  the 
monotony  of  talking  heads  by  interspersing 
shots  of  rallies  and  conference  actions 
among  the  interview  clips.  Nonetheless,  the 
message  of  these  first  scenes  —  that  PWAs 
need  to  resist  the  isolation  and  disempower- 
ment  imposed  upon  them  by  an  AIDS- 
phobic  culture  —  becomes  a  bit  stale  in  its 
repetition,  and  might  well  seem  like  yester¬ 
day’s  news  to  activists  for  whom  the  necessi¬ 
ty  of  PWA  empowerment  is  self-evident. 

But  the  insistence  on  the  primacy  of 
PWAs  in  AIDS  activism  is  central  to  the 
work  of  TTL,  and  for  good  reason.  In  spite 
of  the  ever-increasing  number  of  people 


with  AIDS  and  HIV  and  the  significance  of 
that  population  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  there  is  still  a  general  lack  of  PWA 
visibility  among  community  institutions. 
(See,  for  example,  Benjamin  Incenti’s 
“Speaking  Out”  commentary  on  the  failure 
of  the  Boston  Pride  Committee  to  include 
an  HIV-infected  speaker  on  this  year’s  Pride 
Day  roster,  GCN  July  15-21,  1990.)  For 
TTL,  however,  the  presence  of  HIV- 
affected  people  in  the  community  cannot  be 
ignored.  Speaking  by  phone  from  New 
York,  collective  member  Meieran  explained 
to  me  that  the  TTL  offices  are  housed  in  the 
same  building  as  the  People  With  AIDS 
Coalition,  the  Community  Research  In¬ 


itiative,  and  a  host  of  other  PWA-centered 
organizations,  so  that  the  every  day  opera¬ 
tion  of  TTL  is  intimately  intertwined  with 
the  needs  of  PWAs,  and  with  what  is  iden¬ 
tified  in  the  tape  as  that  “most  important 
mission  —  to  give  a  voice  to  people  with 
AIDS  themselves.” 

This  mission  not  only  explains  the  opening 
sequence  of  Voices  from  the  Front,  it  also  is 
the  basis  upon  which  the  continually  evol¬ 
ving  politics  of  AIDS  activism  is  built.  The 
objective  of  Voices  is  to  document  the 
development  of  that  activism  from  the  per¬ 
sonal  reactions  and  responses  of  individual 
PWAs  to  an  increasingly  sophisticated 
political  assault  on  the  U.S.  health  care 


system.  Consequently,  once  the  necessity  of 
personal  empowerment  for  PWAs  is 
established  in  the  video’s  first  scenes,  the 
tape  moves  rapidly  and  coherently  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  effects  of  that  empowerment. 

A  substantial  segment  on  the  PWA  Coali¬ 
tion  demonstrates  especially  well  how  per¬ 
sonal  experience  becomes  transformed  into 
trenchant  political  analysis  and  activism,  as 
it  describes  one  man’s  attempt  to  get  access 
to  Fluconizol  for  treatment  of  meningitis. 
His  fight  with  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA)  and  other  facets  of  the 
medical  establishment  leads  him  (and 
viewers  of  the  tape)  to  develop  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  politics  and  fundamental  in¬ 
adequacies  of  the  U.S.  health  care  system. 

Similarly  Voices  profiles  the  evolution  of 
the  PWA  Health  Group  from  an  under¬ 
ground  “buying  club”  through  which 
PWAs  obtain  otherwise  unavailable 
treatments  to  a  major  force  in  redefining  the 
mainstream  medical  community’s  response 
to  AIDS.  The  rapidly  developing  under¬ 
standing  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  as  not  only  a 
health  emergency  but  also  a  political  crisis  is 
epitomized  in  the  video’s  documentation  of 
the  emergence  of  ACT  UP  in  the  last  three 
years. 

Provided  with  a  smooth  segue  into  the 
concerns  of  ACT  UP  through  the  PWA 
Health  Group’s  sophisticated  analysis  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  and  the  FDA  as  ac¬ 
tual  barriers  to  effective  AIDS  treatment, 
the  video  charts  the  development  of  the 
direct  action  movement  through  a  chron¬ 
ology  of  its  most  effective  demos.  The 
seizure  of  the  FDA  offices  in  October  of 
1988  symbolized  the  early  objective  of  ACT 
UP  to  undo  the  bureaucratic  bottleneck  that 
prevents  PWAs  and  their  caregivers  from 
“getting  drugs  into  bodies.”  A  similar  con¬ 
cern  motivated  ACT  UP’s  April  1989  in¬ 
filtration  of  the  headquarters  of  Burroughs 
Wellcome,  manufacturers  of  the  wildly 
overpriced  anti-HIV  drug,  AZT.  The  conse¬ 
quent  recognition  of  the  politics  of  AIDS 
treatment  as  based  in  corporate  profiteering 
led  to  the  September  1989  protest  on  Wall 
Street,  which  delayed  the  opening  of  the  New 
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